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A Prayer at the Opening 
of Summer 

REATIVE God, who bringest in the summer, who 
C touchest cold nature with Thy hand so that it 

blossoms into glorious freshness and beauty and 

youthfulness, we turn to Thee. Too long have our souls 
en held in the coldness of doubt and fear. Let the 
warmth of Thy goodness and love quicken and melt and 
renew us. Touch the roots of our winter-bound lives 
where our motives lie chilled in fear of frost and storm, 
and awaken them to faith and growth. We yearn for 
a sense of something transpiring within our breasts like 
that which we see Thee doing in the vast world outside. 
We long for summer in the garden of our soul. Thou 
who dost bring up the violet and the buttercup, who dost 
clothe the lilac bush and the plum tree with beauty, who 
wheat-field and thrush to sing, hast Thou no 
power to fill our hearts with the hope and song of a new 
Aye, Thou Gardener of the spirit, Thou hast 
We yield our soil to Thee for Thy sowing, and 
for Thy refreshing and for the quickening of all its fear- 
holden impulses into life. 

May we see how youthful we are, despite our years; 
how needless it is to grow old when Thou hast set us in 
a world of ever-returning spring and summer; how all 
that we may have done in the past is but a pledge and 
earnest of greater achievements, of more abundant har- 
vests, and how despite all our failures Thou sendest us 
evermore these spring-time chances so that our soul may 
begin all over again. 

We have read how in the ancient beginning Thou didst 
from chaos and darkness make this world of order and 
light, and through all things didst thrust great highways 
of law on which man’s feet might go. Teach us to see 
Thee still at Thy creative task, working even now upon 


makest 


season ? 


power. 


the unfinished earth and sky, fashioning for men new 
highways upon which they may walk in peace and justice 
and true progress. Be to us still the creative God who 
in nature and in grace dost keep at Thy task until it is 
indeed done. And may we help Thee, Father, in Thy 
vast work by our understanding of Thy laws, by coni- 
forming our lives to them, by keeping our hearts childlike 
and open to the promptings of truth and by our unselfish 
service to all Thy little ones. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Interchurch 
Movement to Go On 
ORE important at the moment than a critical analy- 
sis of the causes of the distress upon which the Inter- 
church World Movement has fallen is the fact now defin- 
itely announced that the Movement is to go on. There 
were doubts a week ago whether the great undertaking 
would call upon the participating organizations for a sum 
of money sufficient to finance a campaign of recovery, or 
These 
squarely faced in a two days’ conference in New York 
last week and neither alternative was adopted. Instead 
of deciding to liquidate and stop, it was decided to liquidate 
The amounts underwritten by the numerous 


liquidate its debts and discontinue. issues were 


and go on. 
denominational boards and societies participating has been 
called in—a total of over $7,000,000—to be paid in four 
monthly installments beginning June 1. This amount will 
pay the deficit and set free the forces of the Interchurch 
organization for another year’s activity. Upon three stal- 
wart leaders has devolved the task of making the cam- 
paign—Dr. Abram E. Cory, Dr. Daniel Poling and Dr. 
R. E. Diffendorfer. The entire field force, under Dr. 
Cory’s direction, is now at work in the thirty thousand 
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counties of the states presenting the emergency to inter- 
ested individuals and asking for gifts—gifts not for the 
denominational enterprises participating in the Movement, 
It is believed 
that the method of approach in the recent drive made no 
appeal to the large constituency of Christian churchmen 


but for the Interchurch Movement itself. 


who have at heart the principles and ideals of a united 
church. To such as have a “Christian union conscious- 
ness,” or even an interdenominational consciousness, the 
opportunity is now given to save by their gifts the most 
gigantic piece of interdenominational adventure in the his- 
It is the hope of the leaders that 


the results from this canvass will be so prompt and so gen- 


tory of Protestantism. 


erous that only the first installment of the amounts under- 
wriiten by the missionary societies will have to be called in. 


Christian Sportsmanship and 
the Interchurch 

I'TH all its faults—and they are very vital and de- 
Protestant Christi- 
anity can regard the present crisis upon which the Inter- 
church Movement has come with other emotion than anx- 


plorable faults—no friend of 


ious solicitude. From those provincial and sectarian critics 
who have put obstacles in the way of the Movement from 
he beginning and who will now inwardly rejoice to see 
their doleful prophecies come true, The Christian Century, 
the Interchurch, desires to he 
Our criticisms are rooted in the 
most ardent sympathy with the Movement and represent 


itself a radical critic of 


sharply disassociated 


a point of view the exact opposite of current popula 
criticisms. We have no share in the carping objections 
brought against the expense budget or the magnitude of 
the financial objective. And instead of attacking what 
little union character there is in the Movement the point 
of our critique has been that the Movement is weighted 
down with sectarianism and cannot hope fully to succeed 
until it approaches its Christian public in a character that 
prophecies, if it does not already define, the organic unity 
of sectarianized Protestantism. In subsequent issues we 
will present an analysis of the Movement which we hope 
may disclose the aspects of it in which correction and 
readjustment are called for. But in the present emer- 
gency we are content to have Professor Taylor’s article 
in this issue, though considerably more optimistic a pict- 
ure than we could draw, take rank as an editorial deliv. 
erance. The moment is too fateful for nice discrimina- 
Protestantism has set its hand to a specific task. 
The accomplishment of that task is in peril. Every in- 
stinct of Christian sportsmanship will prompt all Chris- 
tian-minded people to fall in and save the free American 
churches from a humiliation and a relapse that no one 


with any imagination at all can contemplate without pain. 


tions. 


Is City Government the Weak 
Point in Democracy? 
HE 


orable to 


war has done much to advance the sentiment fav- 
But 


a fetish to be worshipped for its own 


democracy throughout the world. 


democracy is not 
sake. There are many sorts of democracy which are far 


from desirable. One of the weakest places in the move- 
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ment is the government of some of our cities. People 
who live in Chicago have many reasons for questioning 
whether any form of government tolerated in modem 
times could be worse than that which prevails in this city 
at the present time. The crime register is steadily rising 
The riot of murder and robbery has reached unbelievable 
The forces of misrule appear to have com. 
plete immunity. The police profess themselves impotent to 
control the situation, and in the effort to secure a larger 


proportions. 


political machine the administration calls for a larger 
police department, while acknowledging the inefficiency 
The truth is that Chicago has one of 
the most costly and ineffective police departments in the 
land. 


of the present one. 


Meanwhile the cowboy mayor calls for a campaign 
of horn-blowing and city boosting. There seems to prevail 
in some quarters the idea that if we can add another mil- 
lion or two to the population of this badly misgoverned 
The 
worst of the situation is that the army of office-holding 
camp followers of the city hall coterie makes up a for- 


metropolis we may be able to improve conditions. 


midable element in elections which gives to an outsider 
the impression that our present political condition must 
be either a disease or a religion. The hope for Chicago is 
a new and better citizenship, intelligent, patriotic, and 
willing to pay the price of emancipation by civic activity 
and public service. 


The Blot on Great 
Britain’s Honor 


-” IS only biased minds which refuse to acknowledge the 


contribution which the British Empire has made to the 
world. The white man’s burden has been taken up and 
borne uncomplainingly. But the record is not as clear as 
The opium traffic of the world is 
The direct profits 


were, in 1916-17, 3,160,005 


it could be, however. 
today practically a British monopoly. 
of the Indian government 
pounds sterling, and other provinces in the east have large 
opium profits. If Britain would go out of the opium busi- 
ness the prohibition of the traffic in China would be com- 
pletely effective and the Orient’s greatest menace would 
be removed. In these days when we are readjusting our na- 
tional relationships, some one should say in behalf of 
If our Congress 
would address itself on such matters as this instead of 


America a plain word on this point. 


becoming involved in the secession projects of the Sinn 
Feiners, it would mean much more for the progress of 
the world. 


The Preacher 
and News 

HE town paper called up the preacher the other day 
Surely he had, 
and he proceeded to give the reporter his sermon topics. 
The preacher not only took himself too seriously, but he 


and asked him if he had any news. 


displayed dismal lack of imagination as to what news is. 
Church news is usually something that happens to some- 
Of course, if the minister should 
be arrested for speeding or sued for libel, that would be 
news. He did not realize at all what the editor wanted. 


one else in the church. 
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Even the leap-year party of the young people would have 
been news, but he did not know it. A layman of the 
church is going to give his Sunday-school boys a week 
in a camp this summer, but the preacher never thought 
about that. lf the preacher had cultivated a nose for 
news, he might not only have gained a good lot of pub- 
licity for his church without money and without price, 
but he might also have adorned those dry-as-dust sermons 
with scraps of timely information that would have shocked 
the congregation wide awake Sunday morning. But our 
ministers are not trained that way. We still teach them 
Hebrew and graduate them without a course on religious 
publicity. 


The Revolt of the 
School Teachers 

HE school teachers of the land have not gone on a 
They have revolted. Last year 144,000 of 
During one week in 
March 115,000 children in the city of New York were sent 
There are now 35,000 unfilled 
teachers’ positions in the country after 65,000 teachers 
whose qualifications are below standard have been recruit- 
ed into the ranks. 


strike. 
them resigned in the United States. 


home for lack of teachers. 


The attendance in normal schools for 


] 


the training of teachers has fallen off by one-half. The 
result is something that no citizen can thoughtfully con- 
te plate without apprehensive emotion. There are two 

There is the 


wage question, which is perhaps the biggest single factor. 


ig factors in the revolt of the teachers. 


But there is also the changing estimate the community has 
Once the scholar was fore- 
Now the “business man” or the 
‘business woman” who has amassed a quick, and some- 


placed upon intellectual labor. 
most in the community. 


times anti-social, fortune is looked upon as the community 
Our best young people will seek the calling that 
¢ community calls the highest. 


hero. 
So long as we crown 
eakth as king, we cannot hope that the best blood and 
rain of the land will flow into the teaching profession. 


Machines and Souls 

in Industry 

Mi )DERN engineering may successfully be indicted as 
having neglected by far the most important factor in 

industry. The strikes and lockouts, the low production and 

the ill-will bear testimony to a fatal defect in the whole 

industrial 


system. It is not enough to multiply labor- 


saving devices. We must study the human factor in pro- 
duction. The Harvard Engineering School has recently 
recognized this and will put their third and fourth year 
students on alternate shifts in mills and factories. This 
will follow the plan of the University of Cincinnati. But 
these gentlemen are not going into the problem of the 


human factor in engineering deeply enough. Courses in 
psychology and sociology have an important bearing upon 


, and ultimately it will be seen that there can 


this problen 


no effective industrial operation in which there is not 
a recognition also of the ethical and the religious elements 
Self-interest motives are not sufficient to make a 


Consid- 


in life 
man efficient in front of a machine every day. 
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erations of community welfare and religious duty enter 
in. At last it may prove that the Christian minister is the 
most efficient engineer of all, for it is he that specializes 
in creating the cooperative spirit in the souls of men. 


Flea Bitten 

With Sects 

O NE of the local leaders in Interchurch survey was 
studying a rural section with reference to the prob- 

lem of cooperation He discovered a growing tendency 

for the evangelical denominations, and even for the Epis- 

There 

has been an increasing number of sects, however, whose 


copalians, to unite in local community enterprises. 


spirit is exclusive and whose hand is against every man, 
The Russellites are in most communities preaching that 
the age for the church is over and the times demand that 
Christians join a little group of funny folks to meet Sun- 
day afternoon and read Pastor Russell’s books on the sec- 
ond coming. The Christian Scientists organize a sect 
around the doctrine of physical healing by faith. The Holy 
Rollers preach that they have the only possible way of 
salvation. While the spirit of unity grows among the 
larger denominations, the spirit of separation is being 
propagated by new sects that emerge every year. These 
sects are either pre-millennial, or faith-healing, or just 
plain dervish. The spirit they spread abroad tends to in- 
fect the whole community with suspicion and ill-will. The 
Southern Baptists hold a national convention in Wash- 
ington and preach against sister denominations from the 
Capitol steps. For the most part the other denominations 
increase in cooperation and charity, and in these denom- 
inations of the fraternal spirit is three-fourths of our 


American Christianity 


Taking Books 
to the People 
HE public library movement has spread even to the 
small towns of the country, but this has not yet meant 
The village 
The 
child is, of course, helpless. Many of the people never visit 


a democratizing of the knowledge of books. 
s lost even in a little collection of a thousand books. 
the public library at all. The Women’s Educational and 


Industrial Union of Boston is sending young women to 
the country with motor trucks to peddle books out in the 
A relatively small number of books is car- 
They 


are fitted directly to the needs of the people who will get. 


rural districts. 
ried along, but these are well selected and timely. 
them. This method will soon be adapted to cities. In 
F-vanston, Ill, it has been customary to close all library 
stations except the main one in the summer on the theory 
But the 
people who need books most stay in town all summer. Chil- 
dren roam the streets and fall into delinquency. Work- 
ingnen get their views of politics and economics from 


that in the vacation season the people are away. 


unscientific sources that make them bitter and partisar 
This summer Evanston will have a book wagon, supported 
by the contributions of philanthropic citizens. It will visit 


each street once a week. There will be story-telling and 
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singing in street groups around the wagon. The gospel 
of culture and right living will be propagated in a new 


way. 


A New Presbyterian Creed 


RESBYTERIANISM seems about to experience a 

revival of the never settled but for some years 
Dr. Cleland Boyd 
McAfee of McCormick Seminary, has set going an agita- 


quiescent question of its creed. 


tion which has already stirred both “pros” and “‘cons” to 
a measurable degree of emotion. The issue as he defined 
it in a recent article on “The Church and the New Day” 
is clean-cut and radical, on the two sides of which it is 
more than likely the sturdy convictions of the Presbyterian 
communion will be grouped in vigorous debate. Dr. 
McAfee, backed by an outspoken editorial in The Con- 
tinent, declares that the new day into which we have 
come demands no mere revisory tinkering at the 
grim old Westminster Confession of faith, but its rele- 
gation to the historical archives and the substitution in its 
stead of a creed that will answer and express the sub- 
stance of Christian experience and faith characteristic of 
our era. 

This faith and experience is conceived in an utterly 
different fashion, argues The Continent, from the concep- 
tion that prevailed 250 years ago, when the venerable 
symbol was formulated. 


“Its framers,” says the editorial, 
‘were thinking of a denomination made up of men in 
minutely exact agreement on the details of biblical inter- 
pretation and theological thinking. The binding tie by 
which they expected their fellowship to hold together was 
This 
sort of creed, it is admitted, brings disunity, not unity. 


a uniformity of opinion about Christian doctrine.” 


“The supreme aim of every church creed maintained in 
all Christendom should be only this—this and nothing 
more—just to tell who Jesus Christ is, where he proposes 
to lead, how men can go along with him.” Therefore, 
neither The Continent nor Dr. McAfee is satisfied with 
the brief statement of doctrine prepared some fifteen 
years ago and authorized by the General Assembly to be 
used as a manual by pastors in place of the larger and 
creed should be 


even more compact and simple, it is contended. 


more forbidding confession. The new 

All this will stir deep emotions in the hearts of such 
followers of Christ as the American Baptists and the 
Disciples, who many years ago—the Disciples first and 
the Baptists afterward—definitely 


abandoned this same 


Westminster body of doctrine and with conscious purpose 
undertook to find the basis of their fellowship in their 
common loyalty to the person of Jesus Christ. 


In words 
which are almost a literal echo of the standard Disciples’ 
apologetic, The Continent speaks of “the almost universal 
error of supposing that ‘belief’ in its Bible sense signifies 
acceptance of truth. In reality it always signified accept- 
ance of a Person, a Leader. The New Testament never 
talks of believing Jesus, but constantly of believing ‘on’ 
him—putting faith in him. And this is what Christians 
have been learning in the 250 years since the Westminster 
Confession was drawn up.” 
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This, we say, will deeply warm the roots of sentiment 
among those peoples who have for long possessed com- 
munional convictions on this very vital point. Such bodies 
as Baptists and Disciples have insisted historically that 
what they call “human creeds,” that is, creeds composed 
of fallible and changeable human opinions, were among 
the most potent and prolific causes of the scandalous divi- 
sion of Christ’s people into many sects. “In opinions, 
liberty,” they cried in those now dimming days of church 
controversy, “and let us find our unity in our common 
faith in Christ the Lord!” It has required no pronounce- 
inent from the historic custodians of the stern old West- 
ruiuster symbol to confirm their position. All the processes 
of modern Christian life and organization have tended to 
confirm it. The ideal of Christian unity which has be- 
come incomparably more conscious and imperative in the 
Christian mind of today than in any past period of the 
church’s history, has made it increasingly clear that the 
basis of fellowship among Christ’s followers must be 
not only more inclusive than that provided for by any 
sect, but radically different from any theological creed 
whatsoever. On this account, those who read the earn- 
est words of these Presbyterian leaders who point to 
Christ alone as the sufficient bond of union and com- 
munion will thank God fer this additional signal of 
the progress of that truly catholic faith to which they have 
committed their hearts. 

Yet Presbyterian progress in the direction some of the 
rest of us have long since taken affords us no ground for 
smug, unqualified self-congratulation. On the contrary, 
if the Presbyterian communion is reaching the point of 
definitely changing its base from a theological to a vital 
Christian creed, the moment has come to remark appre- 
ciatively on how much better the Presbyterian practice has 
been, especially in the past generation, than its theory. No 
communion surpasses it in the possession of the catholic 
mind. In matter of fact its ancient creed is but a histori- 
cal survival and for a half-century has by no means rep- 
resented either the spirit or the actual practice of that 
great church. 


On the other hand, the Disciples and Baptists, possess- 
ing and preaching the catholic creed, can hardly claim in- 
dubitable superiority in the practice of it. Their trust in 
their creed has not been equal to the full beauty of tlcir 
divine vision. These communions have no more lived up 
to their symbol than the Presbyterians have lived down 
to theirs. Unsectarian in profession, they have been sec- 
tarian in practice. Under the egis of a catholic fellow- 
ship they have practiced the most flagrant and irritating 
form of schism, setting up a particular sectarian view 
of baptism as a test of fellowship and a basis of exclusion 
against other followers of Christ. 


defines the event toward which all 
churches are moving, it is fitting that no sect shall glory 
over any other, but that all, confessing their short- 
comings and praying for grace and further light, shall 
thank God for one another’s progress and make assurance 
doubly sure that their own feet are set in the path that 
leads to true catholicity and unity. 


As destiny 
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Marriages “Trial” and Tried 


T HE public has been much agitated by the pre-nuptial 





contract of a popular woman author, which exacted 

from her husband-to-be a promise that he would 
be satisfied with her society at breakfast two mornings in 
the week, and leave her to her literary pursuits for the 
rest of the time. Another literary woman, also recently 
married, calls up her husband by telephone when she de- 
sires to talk with him and sends him away when he 
has taken what she feels she can well spare of her time. 
It would seem that these ladies take themselves and their 
obligations to literature rather seriously, though their 
husbands are probably not more neglected for the sake 
of art than the wives of literary men often have been. 
Nor are they more neglected than are the husbands 
whose wives give themselves first of all to social life. 

But there must be some drawbacks. To be sure, with 
a limit of two breakfasts a week a husband would not 
dare to criticize his wife’s cooking, but on the other hand 
she could not practice on him often enough to learn his 
tastes and so win his approval. Here and there is a wife 
who would rather please her husband with her books 
than with her pancakes, but the number is probably small. 
Then, too, how could husbands and wives, meeting so 
infrequently, ever reform one another? One can not 
“jump” at a hostess—metaphorically speaking,—with, “I 
don’t like the way your hair is combed,” or say to a casual 
guest, “I abominate your taste in neckties.” The happily 
prosaic, all-the-year round husband and wife have no 
need to indulge in such crudities, yet each comes to under- 
stand and to be understood. How? What happy hus- 
band or wife can tell? It is a part of one of the most 
profound secrets in all the world—a secret known to 
millions of married couples, yet never to be imparted to 
the millions of other married couples who would give 
years of life to know—the secret of how to be happy be- 
cause entirely married. 

Of this much we may be sure: When one of these 
happily married couples recalls the hours when they have 
drawn perceptibly and permanently nearer to each other, 
there will not come first to mind carefully staged and not- 
more-than-twice-a-week-meetings. They will remember 
the times when they toiled together at heavy tasks, when 
they faced together, and cheerfully because of each 
other, financial losses or even bitter poverty, gray dawns 
when they watched together the-night through beside a little 
bed. “A man will love a woman so long as she keeps him 
guessing—no longer,” is a smart aphorism of the day. 
What nonsense! A man and a woman will love each 
other to the full only when guessing is over, when each has 
tried out the other in daily, homely living, and finds affec- 
tion and moral strength equal to every time of need. 

The pioneer homes of America were places of shared 
burdens and of daily comradeship in toil and achievement. 
Nothing is more needed to-day than that we be told in 
plain and direct fashion how the elements which made 
these homes great can be brought into the conditions of 
our modern life. 
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America’s Solemn 
Responsibility 


URING the past five years the most continuous and 
D insistent appeal that has come to American ears 
has been that of the Armenians. Terrible as was 
the experience of Belgium and Northern France, that of 
Armenia was worse. Frightful as were the persecutions 
of this oppressed nation in earlier times, they were worse 
by far during the world war. Their tragedies were both 
physical and mental. Their bodies were starved and mu- 
tilated, and their souls were harrowed by the sufferings of 
their compatriots and the hopelessness of their future as a 
people. There were many suffering nations through the 
dreadful years of the conflict, but none surpassed, and 
probably none equalled, theirs. 

In a very real sense the Armenians have been through 
the centuries of Christian history the defenders and inter- 
preters of our faith on that long and fierce frontier that 
looks toward the further orient. They held back the forces 
of Islam for generations. Their history has been bright 
with heroism and constancy ever since the days of Gregory 
the Illuminator in the fifth century. Their record is that 
of a skillful, thrifty, intelligent, loyal people. Industri- 
ally and economically they have been the bone and sinew 
of the Turkish empire. Their cleverness and industry 
have made possible in Turkey the measure of prosperity 
which Turkish indolence and misgovernment did their 
utmost to destroy. It is this unhappy faculty for efficiency 
which has made the Turk fear and hate the Armenian. 
In open competition the Moslem was sure to be worsted. 
Hence far more than a religious prejudice exists. It is 
not so much because he is a Christian, but because he is 
a dangerous competitor in work and trade that the Turk 
wants to be rid of the Armenian. 

There is now clear evidence that the German military 
leaders in Turkey, the virtual dictators of her policy, gave 
tacit if not open permission to their submissive allies to 
take their own course with the hated Armenians. That 
course was plunder, massacre and expatriation. There 
seems to have been clever suggestion that the latter was the 
safer and surer course, for the same inhuman method 
that wrought the worst horrors in Belgium was displayed 
for the only time in modern history in Armenia as well. 
It was an effective means of depopulating whole regions, 
and getting rid of the undesirables. That the entire Ar- 
menian people was not annihilated was due in part to the 
enormity of the task, and in part to the fact that consid- 
erable portions of the race dwelt in the comparative safety 
of Southern Russia. 

During all those terrible years in which the cry of the 
distressed people was brought to us by the efficient min- 
istries of the Armenian and Syrian Relief Committee we 
gave freely and gladly for their preservation from starva- 
tion. And hardly less open-handed have been the offerings 
gathered by the new committee that has taken over the 
task, the Committee for Relief in the Near East. That 
help is still needed, and will be required for many months 
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to come. The break-down of Turkish rule with the end- 


ing of the war has brought little aid as yet to these starv- 
ing thousands. It will take a long time to rehabilitate the 
districts that have suffered so sorely under the bitter op- 
pression of their former masters. 

Put the real problem is even harder of solution. Left 
to themselves, living still among the same populations 
that have robbed and mistreated them in the past, they 
will be but little better off unless given the protection and 
guidance of some strong western nation. That nation 
must be our own. There is no other power that could 
assume this attitude of disinterested good will. None 
other would be without political or commercial motives 
i, taking such a step, or could avoid suspicion of self- 
interest. But the United States has abundantly proved 
its sincerity in assistance to the Armenians. It has poured 
out financial aid in lavish measure. It has no political 
anibitions on the other side of the world. Its supervision 
would be friendly and impartial. 

The President wisely sent a commission to investigate 
the advisability of assuming a mandate for Armenia, as 
seemed so urgently desirable. It was his desire that the 
commission and the mandate should be international. But 
none of the Allies was willing to participate. In the 
wish to do the thing that seemed sO essential, the Presi- 
dent sent the commission on his own responsibility. The 
information secured and the advice given are no secret, 
although the exigencies of partisan politics made it impos- 
sible to announce or pursue the counsel that the investi- 
gation revealed as desirable. The inglorious part the na- 
tion played in failing to follow up its war service with a 
constructive peace policy of international character ren- 
dered abortive any direct service to such a people as the 
\rmenians. The opportunity to take the leadership in the 
period of reconstruction, for which America was so ad- 
nurably fitted, was missed for causes that will yet prove 
an astonishing chapter in the history of the American 
nation, 
obligation was 


That pressing disregarded, and the 


hance to afford effective help to a nation in the deepest 
distress was missed. Financial help was still extended in 
large sums, and was the one redeeming feature in the chap- 
ter of misadventure. But money was not all that was 
needed 


ot greater moment 


rhe need of friendly and protecting counsel was 
What America owes to Armenia and 
the world is the assumption of that attitude of oversight 
and direction which some power must supply before the 
stricken people of that unhappy area can come to them- 
selves The best opinion in this nation desires that the 
United States assume a mandate for Armenia. The all 
but united sentiment of the world concurs in the wish. It 
is a duty which those sensitive to international obligations 
cannot ignore. The Armenian question, so long unsolved, 
will remain in that unfortunate condition until the United 
States takes its place as the sponsor and guardian of that 
long-suffering people. 

Pending the time when our slow-moving wheels of 
governnient can grind out a policy thus demanded, there 
is the possibility and the duty for a moral mandate in be- 
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half of Armenia on the part of all men and women of 
good will. The national attitude of unconcern is despic- 
able and intolerable. It is no excuse to evade one mani- 
fest duty because we have neglected a score of others, 
The nation has lost incalculably in the favorable regard of 
enlightened humanity by the official deadlock in face of 
problems. that are distracting the world, and which we 

ore than all others had the power to adjust. We may 
at least retrieve some measure both of world approval and 
of self-respect by taking up the responsibility for Arme. 
nian rehabilitation. 

What is needed is not a vast sum of money or a huge 
army of occupation. lf once it were understood that 
America were standing by Armenian interests with a 
sense of solicitude, and in the attitude of protection, there 
would soon be an end to the worst of the disabilities under 
which these persecuted subjects of the former Turkish 
regi>.e suffer. Some loans will be necessary, but under 
the right sort of supervision they will be good investments. 
Some counsel, such as trained counsellors can furnish, 
would be needed, but we have been furnishing such advice 
to Chiya and several of the states of South and Cen- 
Some troops would be needed, 
hut they would not have to be more than a few regiments. 


tral America for years. 


The moral value of their presence there would be the chief 
reason for their going at all. The handful of American 
troops in China has had an authority vastly dispropor- 
tioned to their military strength. 

What is needed is the developnient of a national senti- 
ment that shall become rapidly imperative in its demand 
that the nation assume its rightful position of responsibil- 
ity for a people to which it has given such constant tokens 
of its sympathy, and which needs far more than money the 
friendship and active guardianship which the United 
States alone is prepared to offer. 


The Transformed Tooth 
A Parable of Safed the Sage 


tit. Daughter of the Daughter of Keturah lost a 
Tooth. And she carried it about in her hand, and 
And she said, Be- 
hold the Tooth which I had, and which came out this 
morning 


she showed it with great Pride. 


And behold, here is the place where it grew, 
and another shall grow in its place; for thus hath my 
Grandpa told me. 

Now she showed it unto one who said unto her: 

Wrap thou the Tooth in Paper, and put it under thy 
Pillow tonight, and it will turn into a Dollar. 

And she came home and told her mother. And she 
said: Here is a piece of Paper, and I will wrap my 
Tooth in it; and in the morning the Tooth will be gone, 
and in its place will there be a Dollar. 

And her mother could not permit that the little maiden 
should break her heart or suffer disappointment; there- 
fore did she not forbid it. 

And after the little maiden was asleep, then her mother 
considered what was best to be done. 
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And in the morning the little damsel awoke, and she 
felt under her Pillow, and behold, there was no tooth 
there, but a Dollar. 

And she ran down the stairs, and she cried with a loud 
voice saying, Behold, mother, what hath happened; for my 
tooth hath turned into a Dollar. 

And she took the money to the Bank and added to 
her Savings Account. 

And the little damsel considered, and she asked of her 

ther and inquired, saying, How many teeth have I? 

\nd her mother said, Thou hast Twenty and Four. 

And she asked, Will they all come out? 

\nd her mother answered, Yea, and more will grow in 
their place. 

Then began the little maiden to consider how that she 
ould Support the Family with the Unearned Increment 
from her Teeth. For she said, Mother, I have twenty 
and four teeth, and every one of them shall turn into a 
Dollar 

(nd her mother told it unto me 

And she asked, Ought I to have told 
Tooth turneth not into a Dollar, and that her friend lied 


Consider how Rich we shall be. 
her that the 


unto her? For behold, these are the days of the High 


Cost of living; and if I am in for twenty and four dollars 
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to provide the means of this transformation, that is a 
littke more money than I contemplated. 

And I said, Trouble not thyself. The little maiden will 
face quite soon enough the stern hard facts of life. De- 
prive her not of her little happy illusions, nor seek to 
fetter too soon with the shackles of Grim Reality the 
For this is the Gift of 
Be- 


hold, here is a Dollar into which the next Tooth may be 


precious gift of the Imagination. 
God, and we of this age do too much clip its wings. 


transformed, and when thou seest another Tooth work- 
ing loose, come again to thy father. 

For the little maiden hath learned a very precious thing, 
which is to make an asset of one’s losses, and to transform 
the vacant interstices of life into opportunities of larger 
promise. I would she could teach unto all humanity that 
if it will lay its losses under its pillow, and go to sleep 
with faith in God, the night worketh a wonderful trans- 
For this is 
my hope, even when I lay away not a Tooth only but the 


formation, and joy cometh in the morning. 


body of which the Tooth is a part; that the day shall 
dawn and the shadows flee away. For His is the image 
and superscription upon the coinage of that into which 
life’s losses are convertible in the morning of the new day. 


And I shall be satisfied when I awake with His likeness. 


Two Poems 
By Thomas Curtis Clark 


Devolution 


“Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels” 


PON a stage set by the God of the Ages, Man goes 
U through his little play. The stars look on with won- 
stand 
whisper their surprise, at his deeds. He 


derment, the mountains aghast, the forests 


leaves the green 


helds to dwell on hard pavements. He forgets the smiles 


his mate and the laughter of 
ricks 


a gambling game called “business” he 


his children, to heap up 
proudly terms “property.” 


into buildings which he 


schemes to rob 
neighbors of their gold and tosses it into a yellow pile 
vhich he terms “profits.” For a piece of ground he starts 


carries through a war, which flings ten millions of 


rong men into the bloody dump of history. For a crown 
and a scepter he blasts ten nations. To appease his desire 
»r revenge, he sets the world on fire. 

stars shine on, and smile at the little fool; the mountains 
the forests cease their sing- 


earth- 


ike their sides with laughter; 


g to gossip about this mad new-comer into the 
ymmunity. 

Man, made in the image of God, continues to walk hard 
ements, and to pile up bricks, and to rob his neighbors, 


to burn up the world. 


The Vision Beautiful 


{AD a Dream—nor was it all a dream 
| saw by faith, when dew was on the world 


\t waking dawn, the Kingdom of Love’s own, 
:0d’s Hope, let down and on the earth unfurled. 


e ruled all souls in every walk of life, 


No greed or lust could mar her perfect art; 


Not 


Such was the thought 


each for each, but every one for all 


otf every simple heart. 


Young children dreamed, as God had willed they should, 
No factory fumes destroyed their tender lives; 
Their mother-guides implanted thoughts of God, 


[he Father-Heart who every blessing gives. 


Men toiled in joy, nor gave their days to gold; 
They labored long, yet time seemed all too fleet, 
For all were artists at their loving tasks; 


Thus none grew weary, finding living sweet 


They walked white streets, those citizens of hope 
White streets of God, replete with righteousness; 
fellow-creatures’ weal, 


Each found his bliss in 


None blindly strove for conscienceless success 


Few churches reared their towers heavenward, 
For every home had Love as constant guest; 


Prayer rose each day unto the Father-Friend 


Who 


nly makes a home securely blest. 


No soul but stirred with joyous reverence, 
Each flame; 
The ruddy morn recalled to God-sent tasks, 


Blessed Name. 


heart an altar for the holy 
At evening all impiored the 


The Dream stayed not—and yet the Dream remained! 
It held my thought despite the surging day; 

It still shall hold till faith has filled the earth 
And all have learned the wonder of His Way. 





The Church and This New Era 


By Burris Jenkins 


IIS is a new era; there is no mistake about that. 
Some people think it is the same old era. They go 
on the supposition that every age is particularly self- 

conscious, proud of itself, and thinks itself decidedly dif- 
ferent from all others. We know, however, what we are 
talking about when we say that this era is bound to be 
different since the big shake-up got by the whole world 
during the world war. It is the first world war we ever 
had. So this is bound to be a new era. 

Now and then a man will say to you—a man of con- 
siderable business affairs, too, travels here and 
there and meets all sorts of folks—that he can’t see 
but that things are settling back into the old ruts; people 
are thinking just about as they used to think, acting as 
they used to act, and that the world is pretty much the 
same as it was before Mars took it by the throat and 


who 


shook it. 

Surely, you can walk along the streets, look in through 
the windows where people sit about their library tables 
or dining tables. They seem to be eating, reading, saying 
much the same things that they did five years ago, but 
they are not. Go about the shopping district, and across 
the counters or the desks the same sort of things seem to 
be done; but after all, they are done on a very different 
basis. No man who is not absolutely unaware of the titanic 
subterranean forces contending with each other beneath 
the earth’s crust on which he stands, can fail to perceive 
that times have totally changed and that this is a new 
and different day. 

Business men are recognizing this, school men are 


recognizing it, politicians are recognizing it, and church 
men must recognize it too; otherwise the church will fall 
far behind in the procession and no telling what will hap- 
pen to civilization; for, when all is said and done, if it is 
not the church that is to save civilization, at any rate it 
is the message which the church possesses and nobody 


else possesses. 


WESTERN CIVILIZATION IN DANGER 


Count Okuma said that the war would prove the end 
of western Another economist said we 
were headed straight for the African hut. Parts of Cen- 
tral Europe have arrived there already. If the rest of 
us are to be kept from a plunge back into the dark ages, 
it is the Golden Rule and the Sermon on the Mount that 
will do it, and that alone. There is but one important 
business in this new era, and that is the putting across of 
that old, old message of the Sermon on the Mount, the 
Golden Rule and the brotherhood of man. 

The vital thing, then, in this new era, is not that the 
church should change its message, but that the church 
should adapt its methods of imparting that message to 
the new time. It must first of all get it clearly through 
its comprehension that this is a new era, and then it 
must find out how to tune that old message to the new 
wireless instruments of the day. 


civilization. 


Just by way of example: hitherto almost all our means 
of presenting the message have been appeals to the 
ear. Our religion has been an ear religion. Too often 
it has been an irreligion; but outside of the Roman 
church it has certainly been an ear religion. Probably 
four-fifths of our sense impressions in business and 
social life are eye impressions. Shali the church coza- 
tinue handicapped by its own method of doing nothing 
except through the ear? 

The greatest business in the world today is the film 
Not even the newspapers keep pace with 
the motion picture in affecting the thought and life of 
the world. The church has had judgment enough to use 
the newspapers to some extent. It has not yet found judg- 
ment enough to use the film. Tremendous sermons may 
be preached by the motion picture. Profound impressions 
may be created, intellectual and emotional messages put 
across, and the church continues merely to sing and to 
talk. The spoken word will never be supplanted. The 
personal element will never fail of its application. But 
certainly the church is asleep to this new era, if it does 
not seize upon methods of presenting the message to 
the eye as well as to the ear. A few daring pioneering 
churches have ventured to utilize the motion picture, with 
wonderful results. There is no difficulty in gathering 
throngs to see and to be taught. 


business. 


REACHING THE MASSES 

Once again, if it is true that the great masses of the 
people are awakening into self-consciousness, then it is 
also true that the church can no longer safely pursue the 
policy of deserting the masses and carrying its message 
out into the beautiful residential sections where the “nice 
souls” live. That way lies death, that way lies the wreck 
of civilization, that way lies the African hut. 

We have talked a great deal in the past about the prob- 
lem of the downtown church, about the manifest duty of 
continuing church life among the laboring classes and the 
very poor; but we have taken it out for the most part in 
talk. If we continue in this new era simply to talk and do 
not act, we shall find our house left unto us desolate, our 
candlestick removed out of its place. 

The ministerial alliance, under a sudden inspiration or 
desperation, appoints a committee to confer with the cen- 
tral labor council. The central labor council meets them 
with open arms, and appointments are made; and for a 
dozen Sundays some minister goes to the labor temple to 
speak to the men who have gathered there. As long as 
this speaking is continued, there is a new and a sane and 
a brotherly atmosphere. Then the ministers tire or for- 
get, things lapse back into the old rut, and the president 
of the labor council says that there is a savagery and a 
fighting spirit among the men which did not exist while 
the ministers were in the habit of delivering their message. 

This is almost word for word the statement of the 
president of a central labor council. Now, happily, a 
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movement is on foot to organize a non-denominational 
church right in that labor temple. There is an excellent 
auditorium unused in the mornings and usually in the 
evenings of Sunday. Plans are afoot for church services 
on Sunday morning and moral motion pictures on Sunday 
might. Unless the Interchurch World Movement moves 
in directions like this, then the world will move toward 
the dark ages. 


CHURCH IS CATCHING ITS BREATH 


There is little doubt that in this new era the church has 
not yet found its grip. It is in the melee, but it has not 
got a strangle hold on anything. Its fingers have slipped 
during the war and since. It is losing in numbers, 
in influence. That this is but an interim when the church 
is catching its breath, we may be firmly convinced; but 
that it would better hurry up, we must be equally firmly 
convinced. 

It will not do to go on under the purbhind impression 
that the old methods will do, that psalm singin,’ prose 
preachin’ and long prayin’ will go down in this new era, 
for that is precisely what is loosening the fingers of the 
church. 

The perfumed product of the divinity school, whether 
that perfume is attar or offal will not do for this new 
world. Fancy such a perfumed product trying to carry 
on this new labor church! What the proletariat wants is 
a hammer-and-tongs man, and what all the world wants 
which has had a taste of blood, is men in the church to 
put over the great message which she alone possesses— 
men of the agility, of the smoothness, of the daring and 
the fighting qualities of the tiger. No mealy-mouthed 
preaching these days, no cobwebbed dogmas, no denomina- 
tional war cries; nothing but the Golden Rule, the Sermon 
on the Mount, the brotherhood of man. 

Nothing short of the great program and the great self- 
sacrifice of Christ can heal and help this broken world, can 
stand the fiery tests of this new era. It is not a change 
of the old message, it is only a change in the method of 
presentation that is needed. 

And after all, is it not heartening to believe that here 
lies the crux of the matter? Does it not simplify the situa- 
tion, does it not point the road to the solution? There have 
been suggested in this article just two illustrations—and 
very superficial ones they may appear—of the changes 
needed in our methods in this new day. But, if the reader 
has not perception enough to see that they point the path 
along which the church must proceed, then it is hopeless 
further to try to open his eyes. He is simply infected with 
the dry rot of the antebellum days before this new era 
dawned, and he will infect anybody else with whom he 
comes into contact. 

So, the solution finally rests with the messenger. Each 
one must determine for himself how to make the message 
heard. If he is content to drone along in the old, old 
fashion, conventional and correct and proper, he will have 
no part in shaping this new era. If, however, in his own 
community and limited by his own circumstances, he will 
do like one or another of the prophets of Israel—get him- 
self a gourd vine and preach under it, cut an ox to pieces 
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and scatter it in his congregation, or marry a woman of the 
streets that he may hold her up as an object lesson—he 
will have a part in putting over the greatest message ever 
heard to the greatest age that ever dawned. 

The next decade is to be the most inspiring in the history 
of the world. It is better to live the next ten years than 
any fifty years that have preceded it. You prophets of 
God, wake up! 






Memorial Day’s New 
Meaning’ 
By Charles Sumner Lobingier 


ACH year our Memorial Day takes on a new and 
E larger meaning. Originally a day of tribute to a 
portion only of our heroic dead it has come in re- 
cent years to express the patriotic sentiment of our entire 
country. But now it passes beyond even that. The graves 
which we decorate lie not merely in that dear homeland 
of ours, nor yet in the outlying possessions. They lie in 
various parts of the world but especially in those vast 
fields of France where sleep the martyrs of Chateau 
Thierry and the Argonne Forest. Paraphrasing slightly 
the words of Thomas Curtis Clark: 


In Picardy, beyond the sea, 
A million heroes fought for me; 
Where fires of death appalled the night 
And smoky curtains blinded sight, 
They battled in that fiendish light— 

For you and me. 


In Picardy, beyond the sea, 
Our warrior laddies bled for me; 
For them the homeland held the most— 
Nor did they fail to count the cost; 
They went, lest liberty be lost— 
For you and me 
In Picardy, beyond the sea, 
Where countless heroes died for me, 
The fleur-de-lis, deep-tinged with red, 
Bends now o’er many a gory bed, 
Where rest those sons of Freedom—dead— 
For you and me. 


And not only has the scene of its observance been 
widened to embrace the whole world: the ranks of those 
to whom we owe tribute on Memorial Day have been 
correspondingly enlarged. For the cause in which they 
fell commanded the sympathy and, wherever possible, the 
active support, of all free and progressive nations. And 
their sons like ours have fallen in many parts of the earth 
—on the rugged passes of the Alps as well as in the low 
Flanders fields ; on the burning plains of Mesopotamia and 
in the jungles of Africa no less than on the frigid steppes 
of Siberia and the bleak Murmansk coast. 

In most of these localities our countrymen fell. But if 
we decorate their graves now or in the future years can 
we ignore those of our brave allies who sleep beside them? 
When we pay homage to the heroic dead of our Revoluticn 





*Address prepared for delivery at the American Decoration 
Day Exercises at Shanghai, China. 
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do we discriminate between the soldier of the Continental 
Army and his French comrade? Such a course would be 
unworthy of our traditions and if Memorial Day 1s to 
retain its place in our national calendar of great days it 
must include within the ambit of its memories those of 
this world war and our heroes who fell therein. And if 
we include these we cannot decently disregard their com- 
rades in arms of other nationalities. If Memorial Day 
continues it will surely be observed at the American cem- 
eteries in France. Can we imagine such an observance 
which will exclude that stricken country or Britain, Bel- 
gium, Italy, Portugal, Russia or any other nation whose 
dead lie near’ 


THE DAY AND HISTORY 


No, Memorial Day must keep step with history and once 
again, as it has at least once before, adapt itself to changed 
conditions, or its general observance must ultimately cease. 
That the latter alternative will not prevail I feel confident 
from what I know of the spirit of our people. And we 
must accordingly prepare for that larger place which 
Memorial Day is to occupy in our national life of the 
future. And here in this international settlement of 
Shanghai, where the representatives of so many nations 
dwell together in harmony and maintain their common 
government, we may find probably the most fitting place 
and the most unique opportunity for planning an obser- 
vance of Memorial Day that will be worthy of the new 
world which has emerged from the Great War. 

If we adapt our Memorial Day to these new conditions 
it may well become the best expression of that new spirit 
among the nations which is, let us hope and believe, soon 
to flower in the work of the Paris conference. There have 
been many prophets of the League of Nations,—Isaiah, 
Leibnitz, Henri IV with his “Grand Design,” the Abbe St. 
Pierre, Kant, Joel Barlow, Bentham, Tennyson, Victor 
Hugo and Albert Pike. The last named has given us this 
graphic description of the horrors of international strife: 


War comes with its bloody hand into our very dwellings 
It takes from ten thousand homes those who lived there in 
peace and comfort, held by the tender ties of family and 
kindred It drags them away, to die untended, of fever or 
exposure in infectious climes; or to be hacked, torn, and man- 
gled in the fierce fight; to fall on the gory field, to rise no 
more, or to be borne away, in awful agony, to noisome and 
horrid hospitals. The groans of the battlefield are echoed 
in sighs of bereavement from thousands of desolated hearths 
There is a skeleton in every house, a vacant chair at every 
table Returning, the soldier brings worse sorrow to his 
home, by the infection which he has caught, of camp vices. 
The country is demoralized. The national mind is brought 
down, from the noble interchange of kind offices with another 
people, to wrath and revenge, and base pride, and the habit 
of measuring brute strength against brute strength, in battle. 


Treasures are expended, that would suffice to build ten thou 


sand churches, hospitals, and universities, or rth and tie to- 
gether a continent with rails of iron. If that treasure were 
sunk in the sea, it would be calamity enough: but it is put to 
worse use: for it is expended in cutting into the veins and 
arteries of human life until the earth is deluged with a sea of 
Ww! } 

wpiood, 


Victor Hugo, in another vein, makes this cheering 
prophecy of international peace: 
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\ day will come when a cannon ball shall be exhibited in 
cur museums as an instrument of torture is now, and men 
shall marvel that such things could be. A day will come when 
shall be seen those two immense groups, the United States of 
America and the United States of Europe, in face of each 
other extending hand to hand over the ocean, exchanging their 
products, their commerce, their industry, their arts, their 
genius—clearing the earth, colonizing the deserts and ameli- 
orating creation, under the eye of the Creator. 


Such are the prophets! But probably no single nation 
has ever so strikingly as ours embodied in its own history 
a prophecy of such a league. You who have read that 
informing book by John Fiske, entitled “The Critical 
Period of American History,” will recall how closely the 
relations of our thirteen colonies during the few fateful 
years between the peace treaty of 1783 and the meeting of 
the Federal Constitutional Convention, paralleled those of 
the European nations on the eve of the late war. There 
was the same distrust and suspicion, the same petty jeal- 
ousy and rivalry, the same fear that one might somehow 
reap an advantage which the others would not share 


THE LEAGUE OF STATES 


But out of that chaos, and in spite of those centrifugal 
forces, came the League of States which our Federal Con- 
For each of our thirteen colonies 
claimed to be sovereign ahd each had to be persuaded, 
often with great difficulty, to surrender some of that claim 
And that sur- 
render was but the beginning of a mighty movement 
which, within a century, swept from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific and created one of the world’s great empires. But 
it was an empire of equals. Each new state was admitted 
“on an equal footing with the original states” and in some 
cases, as with Vermont and Texas, the applicant had 
actually been an independent republic. 

Thus the expansion of our American League of States 
has proceeded for nearly a century and a third; and who 
shall say that the process is ended or that it logically 
can end save in the world-wide league which is now form- 
ing? As the waters of our mighty Mississippi seek the 
gulf and mingle ultimately with the ocean, so the stream of 
American history flows inevitably toward that world 
League of Nations and finds there its natural goal. It was 
no mere accident that our epic poet, Joel Barlow, writing 
under the spell of our national beginnings, recorded in the 
tenth book of his “Columbiad” his vision of a Parliament 
of Man, opened by “a sire elect” in a “peace palace” on 
the banks of the Nile. 

Nor should we be discouraged if some of our “elder 
etatesmen” have not yet caught that vision. For the same 
phenomenon has occurred before in our history. Were not 
some of our most famous revolutionary patriots found 
later in the ranks of those who opposed the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution and the “more perfect union” which 
it alone offered? 

It is with regret that we find among these the names of 
George Clinton, Richard Henry Lee, the friend and com- 
rade of Washington, and Patrick Henry whose fiery 
words helped so greatly to kindle the flame of liberty. Nay, 
more, Samuel Adams “the man of the town meeting,” 
Tohn Hancock, president of the Continental Congress and 


stitution established. 


“in order to form a more perfect union.” 
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even Thomas Jefferson were at one time opponents of the 
covenant which welded us into a nation. 

Such was the force of provincialism and conservatism 
then! And it was probably the same lack of prophetic 
vision which accounted to no small extent for the seces- 
sionist attitude of ’61. But the mighty current of American 
history moved majestically and irresistibly on. The “more 
perfect union” was formed; in the time of stress and trial 
it was preserved ; the league of “free and equal” states did 
spread from sea to sea and does contain the largest group 
of unilingual people on the globe. And unless America 
repudiates her glorious traditions—which God forbid !— 
she will become an active and zealous member of the 
League of Nations. 

In the movement toward that long sought goal the moral 
forces of our country and of the world may fittingly -o- 
operate. Here is an opportunity for the churches, and, 
indeed, for religion generally, as the head of that ncwest 
Oriental world cults, Bahaism, recognized when he 
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wrote to an American correspondent under date of June 
18 last: 


I am hopeful that the members of the League of Nations, 
especially President Woodrow Wilson, the well-wisher of the 
world, shall be confirmed in this that in accordance with the 
teachings of Baha‘o’llah shall established a 
Great Tribunal, the members of which shall be composed of 


there soon be 
the best men and women from all the governments of the earth. 


this Great Tribunal must be the guarantor of universal peace. 


And what a future awaits our Memorial Day then! 
Consecrated to the heroic dead of all the free peoples it 
will naturally become the foremost among international 
days, enlisting the cooperation of the best in every land 
and helping to realize the prophecy of Lewis Morris that 


There comes a time when brotherhood shows stronger 


Tha. the narrow bounds which now divide the world 


When cannons roar and trumpets blare no longer, 
When ironclads rust, and battle flags are furled; 


When barriers of race and speech and creed which 


sever, 


Shall merge in one humanity forever 


Religion and Labor 


By Joseph Fort Newton 


ROPHECY, in the great sense, may almost be said 
to have begun with Amos. At any rate, the message 
he declared was not a mere foretelling of events, 
1s we so often imagine prophecy to be, but the insight 
to discern moral principles and the courage to apply them 
to the conditions of his time. His appeal was based on a 
lear vision of the nature of God and the duty of man. 
He was a mighty preacher of righteousness and faith, of 
truth and honor, and he proclaimed his message without 
favor, regardless of his own fate, moved by an 

mpulse which mastered him for its own ends. 

(mos struck the great keynote of the Bible music when 
he said: “Let justice flow down as waters, and righteous- 
ness as a mighty stream.” Those words have in them the 
accent, the emphasis, the urgency of the one mighty book 
of the justice of God, demanding justice of man—justice 
the very center and soul of the eternal religion. Even the 
imagery employed reflects the rugged scenery of the 
motherland of the Bible, now parched under blistering 
suns, now flooded with loud waters. There is thunder in 
the hills, and showers of refreshing, and a roar of many 
It is a River of Justice, 
gathering volume until it moves with the sweep and 
rhythm of a flood, washing the land of its evils and im- 
purities. 

The prophet Amos did not deal in abstractions. No, he 
was direct and specific in denouncing the personal sins 
and social iniquities of his day, using simple words in 
their plain meanings. In the name of God he demanded 
that primary justice without which sacrifices are a stench 
and piety a mere palaver, and to this day his words flash 
with moral electricity. Therein he was true to the spirit 
and method of the Bible, the theme of which—especially 
f the Old Testament—is: largely the story of economic 


aters pouring into the valleys. 


freedom won by the power of religious faith. Indeed, if 
the church had studied the sociology of the Bible half as 
much as it has studied its theology, it would today be 
not merely a well-wisher, but the leader of the greatest 
movement for social justice and freedom in history. Some 
day the Bible will be rediscovered and read in this light, 
and it will be found to be not only our wisest teacher of 
heavenly truth, but our safest guide in building a humane 
social order. 


RELIGION AND ECONOMICS 


Hear now these words, written by one of the noblest 
masters of economics: “The two great forming agencies 
in the 
Economic. 


world’s history have been the Religious and 
Here and there the ardor of the military or 
the artistic spirit has been for a while predominant, but 
religious and economic influences have nowhere been dis- 
placed from the front rank, even for a time ; and they have 
nearly always been more important than all others put 
together.”” From this it would seem to be clear that the 
crux of all the problems of civilization is to get these two 
Religious and 


relations with one another. 


factors—the the Economic—into right 
This indeed is the issue before 
us today, and there will be neither economic peace nor 
religious reality until it is solved. The Bible, if we listen 
to it, will be our best guide, prophet and friend, because 
from end to end of the Book of Vision these two factors 
are kept together. In point of fact, the religion of the 
Bible was revealed—or, if you prefer it, wrought out— 
through a great struggle for social justice, and if rightly 
studied the old Book will be a lamp to our feet when 
light is sorely needed. 

There are those who say that the unrest of our day 
temporary agitation, due to the 


is a irritation and 
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disillusion following the war, a bit of bad weather which 
will blow over, a fit of indigestion which will be purged, 
it may be, by some kind of disaster. But that is too super- 
ficial a diagnosis. No doubt it has been made more acute 
by the mood of the hour, but we must not mistake a 
symptom for a cause. Others think it is a case of blood- 
poisoning—as if a hidden ulcer had been discharging its 
puss into the body politic, its results now manifest in 
panic of heart and hysteria of brain. But that is too 
pessimistic a reading of the facts. No, there is always a 
voice behind the unrest of the world, if we have ears to 
hear; not only the voice of humanity in its agony and 
aspiration, but the voice of God. Today, as in all the past, 
There runs a purpose which forbids the wail 
Of passionate despair. 

They err who do not see that we are moving on a tidal 
wave of history, an forward impulse of 
humanity toward a fuller, freer life. Nothing can stop 
it. It is not local but universal, not primarily economic 
but intellectual and spiritual; and those who fail to see 
that fact lose the power of leadership. In his private 
room in the House of Commons one night Lloyd George 
was told that certain men were plotting his death. 
Whereupon he began singing an old Welsh hymn, a song 
of rejoicing. When asked if he was not disturbed, he 
said: “No, I remember the saying of a great Welsh 
preacher, ‘Such disturbances of the world always mean 
some great movement in the world above.’” Surely he is 
a poor statesman, and no Christian at all, who does not see 
that the old age has ended and that God is writing a new 
chapter in the story of humanity. 


inevitable 


INDUSTRIAL ORDER A FAILURE 


Judged by any human test our present industrial order 
is weighed in the balance and found wanting, and while 
we cannot see the next phase all must agree that the old 


system—or the old spirit, at least—is doomed. It makes 
money, but it mutilates humanity. Humanly it is a fail- 
ure, and its injustice is only equalled by its ugliness. It 
brought the city slum, the hideous modern factory, the 
plutocracy over against the proletariat, huge fortunes 
piled up in the midst of bitterness and misery. No wonder 
there is unrest, and it is a discontent truly Divine as 
revealing a God-spirit in man which refuses to tolerate 
such an environment. Years ago Sir John Seeley fore- 
told the revolt of the disinherited classes, who are coming 
to hold that “happiness is a fixed thing within easy reach 
of all, and that civilization is a mass of frauds by which 
it is appreciated by the few,” and who are on the eve 
of a vast rebellion. Today his words are fulfilled before 
our eyes not only in Russia, but everywhere. What is 
wanted, he said, is a new order of teachers to investigate 
and show us the true relation of man to the universe and 
to society, the true ideal of life and the course of history 
hitherto, that in full view of what is possible and desirable 
men may organize themselves for the future. In short, 
he adds, the modern church must do for us what the 
Prophets did for the Hebrews, and what the early Bishops, 
especially Chrysostom, did for the early church. Of 
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course, the problems of today are vaster and more intricate 
than those which faced the great prophets, but they are 
the same problems writ large, and the prophets may still 
teach us. 

Here, surely, is an opportunity, a task compared with 
which the dogmas which divide the church into sects are as 
nothing; but, alas, the Protestant church is ill-prepared 
to meet it. It is a divided church. It is out of touch 
with the workers. It is a middle-class church, made up 
of those who, if they do not approve the present order, 
are dependent upon it. Nor can it take sides in the great 
conflict without doing what Jesus explicitly refused to 
do when he refused to interfere in a business quarrel 
between two brothers. Yet if it remains neutral, giving 
to the victor its reluctant and belated blessing, no prophet 
is needed to predict the result. No doubt the first and 
chief interest of the church is the redemption and training 
of souls, but she cannot fulfill that mission and be in- 
different, or even neutral, in a struggle in which the souls 
of men are fighting for life. Such is the dilemma of the 
church; but religion, in its large and true meaning, is 
not caught in that tangle. Christ is in the world, far 
beyond the boundaries of all our churches. He does not 
begin to act when we begin to preach; He does not stop 
when we stop. Ceaselessly He is pursuing man, per- 
suading him, showing him the better way. No man would 
dare face the issues of our day if he did not know that 
there is a decree of Eternal Good, and a power pushing 
that decree to realization. 


BREAD VERSUS BREAD ALONE 


Democracy, as such, does not in itself supply any moral 
standard at all. Unless the new, uprising industrial 
democracy has spiritual guidance no one can tell what a 
decade, or even a year, may bring forth. No one denies 
the physical basis of the spiritual life, but even the bread 
question cannot be solved if we think in terms of bread 
alone. One thing is plain even to practical men; that if 
materialism is to reign we are doomed to an endless welter 
of wrangles and irritations, and the destruction of civiliza- 
tion, one side striking and the other side striking back in a 
feud without an end. Men of affairs now see that the 
only sure way to industrial peace is the spiritual way, 
hence the growing feeling that there is a spirit moving in 
man, greater than himself, worthy to fight and fit to over- 
come all that is wrong in society. Heretofore the trouble 
has been that the human, spiritual side of industry has 
been ignored, or at least neglected, for the advance of the 
mechanical and material side; and that policy is a failure. 
For, so long as the actual direction of industry is in the 
hands of men who are motived, not by the desire to get 
goods produced and distributed in ways most conducive to 
human welfare, but solely for personal profit, the con- 
tradiction between the human meaning of industry and 
the actual play of economic forces will be a tragedy before 
our eyes. No one can study the final report of the Pres- 
ident’s Industrial Conference and not feel the presence of 
a new spirit, a new attitude, a new faith in the efficacy of 
spiritual influences in practical affairs, and the suggestion 
that if employers, who are the normal leaders of the men 
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in their employ, will deal with their men in a spirit of 
triendship and co-operation, introducing once more the 
human element, the lack of which is so great a tragedy in 
modern industry, we shall find ourselves far along the way 
toward a better day. 

A NEW ERA 

What is needed is a new spirit, a new motive, a new 
sense of our solidarity of interest and obligation, and a 
new leadership. The leaders of modern industry, the 
men who work the present system, whose hands are on its 
levers, who direct its policy—these men have it in their 
power to initiate a new era, changing the system to some- 
thing which will really allow the spirit of Christ adequate 
scope and opportunity. Once they undertake it, there will 
be an amazing response, and we shall move forward with- 
out violence to a better order. After all, there is more 
goodwill than ill-will in the world—if we know how to 
evoke and use it—and with a spirit of comradeship it is 
not impossible to find a common way by common consent 
for the common good. What labor wants is not simply 
material well-being, but that labor, as labor, shall stand 
on equal terms with capital, sharing in the management of 
industry, equally in its gains and losses, making good the 
fact that the interests of labor and capital are identical. 
It is a just demand, and under a wise leadership it can 
be made to work for mutual advantage, if we are big 
enough to make trial of just ways. 

For this undertaking we need courage, skill, patience, 
wisdom, a sense of the human cost of living, and, above 
all, the social imagination without which the Golden Rule 
is only a metaphor. Strikes are disagreeable but if there 
had been no strikes in England in the last fifty years, the 
lad in the factory and the pony in the pit would be where 
Shaftesbury and Kingsley found them. Indifferent, self- 
absorbed, unimaginative, we do not realize the misery 

others until we are made uncomfortable. Every 
spiritually-minded man feels a sense of personal guilt 
for the injustice suffered by others. For, actually, we 
are partakers of the social guilt, as we are involved in the 
community of calamity entailed; as much by our in- 
difference as by any overt act. Members one of another, 
the injury of one, however small, is the hurt of all, bring- 
ing suffering which all must share in some degree. By as 
much as we realize this community of interest and sorrow, 
by so much shall we be cleansed of suspicion, ill will, the 
desire to dominate, and all the cold tempers of the mind 
which delay the growth of © goodwill and fraternal 
righteousness among men. 


MONEY AND MEN 


WHat then shall we do, remembering the ills that afflict 
us, depriving so many of the freedom and fullness of life 
to which every human being is entitled? Turn revolu- 
tionists, fly to some extreme, seeking to upset the present 
order and throw it into the junk-heap? No, no. Take 
refuge in the grandiose dreams of Socialism, of nat*onali- 
zation, and such like phrases? No. The remedy is 
religious ; still stands the ancient word, as true today as 
in Galilee of old; “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
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at hand.” Repent, as the word means, is to change our 
minds, our way of thinking, feeling and acting. What 
we need is revolution in our way of thinking, and the rest 
will follow. The trouble is that, while professing 
Christianity, we have been thinking in terms of 
materialism. Proof is unnecessary; the plain fact is that 
we have inverted the true values of life, using men to 
make money instead of using money to make men. We 
have treated men as “hands,” not brothers, animated tools, 
not immortal souls, and labor has been regarded as a 
commodity to be bought, not as something human into 
which the heart and mind of our fellows enter. 

Repentance, we need, for the callous greed which seeks 
comfort, or ease, or gain at the cost of misery or injustice 
to others, for our blindness, our indifference, and our 
hardness of heart. Let us ask forgiveness for the cynical 
pessimism to which we have been tempted in a time of 
disillusion, and for our failure in the homely old moralities 
without which even a political economy invented by angels 
is futile. Repentance? Indeed, yes; if we have been 
thinking of the Kingdom of Heaven as a visionary city 
suspended in the sky, remote from human realities— 
something to be longed for, but never realized—we must 
change our way of thinking. There are sources of spir- 
itual power not yet drawn upon, whereby, if we have 
faith, the weary weight of injustice and inhumanity and 
selfishness shall be lifted from the life of man and cast 
into the sea. It is as though the world itself had to be 
redeemed by man. Rodin modeled a mighty hand, the 
Hand of God, holding within it Man and Woman: “I 
suppose,” said Shaw, “you meant your own hand after 
all?” “Yes,” said Rodin, “as the tool for the spirit of 
God!” 

Such is an interpretation of the labor crisis in the light 
of Christianity, whose Founder and Leader was a Car- 
penter, in whose great, brotherly heart we find the secret 
of redemption both personal and social. The way out is 
the way which the will of Christ would find were he called 
to do the work of leader in such affairs, and we may not 
hope to find it until we follow him. The stewardship 
of wealth, the spirit of service in industry, the reciprocity 
of the Golden Rule—these are the steps by which he 
would lead us, admitting all to these resources and oppor- 
tunities which are needed for the full development of 
the highest human life. “Let justice flow down as water, 
and righteousness as a mighty stream.” 
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A COMMUNICATION 


Is Ireland Worth Saving? 


“The central principle of Liberalism is self-government. 
The central principle of Imperialism, whatever words may be 
used to cloak it, is the subordination of self-government to 
The one stands for autonomy and the other for 
ascendancy, and between these ideas there can be no 
reconciliation, for they represent the most fundamental cleav- 
ages of political opinion.”——L. T. Hebhouse in Democracy and 
Reaction, 1905. 
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forated with falsehood. It says nothing about 729,000 deaths 
from unnecessary famine and over 200,000 evictions—which 
started the emigration. It says nothing as to why opportuni- 
ties were better here than in Ireland. It merely begs, in one 
sentence, the whole question of the Irish land war, on which 
the intelligent world is now fairly agreed. Still, discouraging 
as this is, 1 cite it to show the perversions that spring inevit- 
ly, even for a liberal, from the retention of a basically illib- 
eral idea. 

Take the Irish question as you take the Mexico question, ob- 
Study it with L. T. Hobhouse in mind. Overlook, 
if you like, the present “democratic” intervention in Ireland. 


yectively. 


down the block-houses and barbed wire stockades and 

ind machine guns to the necessities of law and order 
a General Wood). Concentrate simply on Lloyd George’s 
bill, described by George W. Russell, the Ulster Protest- 
economist, as “the open robbery of a small country by a 

country on the highways of the world.” Look into the 
tion of Ireland, the sacrifice of Ireland’s development, the 
tinuation of the old bad sectarianism, the vicious policing, 
lestruction of You, who 
as I do in the emancipation ef Ireland from all its 
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unces (which are many), can hardly deny that George 
ell’s indictment is disinterested and sound, not “vicious” 
‘bellige’snt” and “partisan.” (See The Freeman, April 
1920.) 
ich is the case, you owe amends to your own intelli- 
ind conscience. Imperialism is, at this hour, prepared 
ake self-determination another scrap of paper, it is pre- 
to smash Ireland into pulp if Ireland will not yield its 
self-government. This is the issue, as presented by 
lisputable majority of the Irish people. Where do you 
with the imperialists or with the imperialized? I ask 
to examine the facts and answer in the light of your 
FRANCIS HACKETT. 


New York City 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Our Proofreader Had Taken 
to the Woods 


EDITOR THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY: 
SIR 1 note in Spargo’s article, “The Futility of Preach- 
ng.” in the very last sentence: “It (the church) will not toler- 
its ministry men who have lived and sinned, fought and 


” 


quered, tallen and risen again, etc. In my reading it has 
occurred to me that no other word used by us has such 
it of getting in where it is not invited and slipping out 
I take 
t in the sentence quoted it has intruded like a pickpocket 


places where it should stay put as this word “not.” 
steal away the meaning of the author. 


Bergholz, O. F. M. CUMMINGS. 


Y. W. C. A. Membership Basis 


EpiroR THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY: 
Both comments which I have seen in The Christian 
ury in regard to the new basis for membership adopted 
e Y. W. C. A. Convention here last month, give the im- 
ssion that this basis is to prevail throughcut the Associa- 
\s a matter of fact, the new basis applies only to stu- 
associations and is optional with them. The desirability 
extending the new basis to city associations was brought 
and a commission appointed to study it. This commission 
ll report at the next convention which convenes in two years 
and if favorably considered can not be adopted until the fol- 
owing convention, which makes the earliest possible date four 

yCars away. 
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Many who were heartily in favor of the new basis for stu- 
dent associations do not feel that the same need exists in the 
city. At any rate, the commission will make a careful study 
and the whole subject will have the full publicity, free discus- 
sion, and deliberate action, which preceded the adoption of 
the student basis. Apa R. TEACHOUT. 

Cleveland, O. 


The Success of the Inter- 
church Movement 


HIE Interchurch World Movement has not been a failure. 
It has succeeded except at a single point. It has helped 
‘veryone but itself The only failure has been in the 
raising of its own special fund, and that is not a failure of the 
ideals of the Movement nor of the program originally mapped 
out; it was brought about through an enforced modification of 
the original program. The total amount subscribed ty the 
cooperating denominational funds is running ll up toward 
the two hundred million mark, It i I reatest sum ever 
raised in a like time in the history of th ristian church. 
hat is not failure but success, and it will be a growing success 

r months to com The M. E. Centenary funds kept coming 
in for months. The Southern Baptist fund is still growing, 
three months after the intensive drive Many of the cooperating 
bodies, like the Disciples, will not know their totals until Octo- 
ber There are college drives not yet launched and others 
just in the beginning of their campaigns. Some large churches 
have fixed the dates for their canvasses in June and July. 
[here are whole cities that have agreed upon later dates and 
ere working to that end. It is quite probable that the denomi- 
national budgets will be largely met and a total sum of not 
less than a quarter of a billion dollars reached. 

Che Interchurch Movement is not wholly a financial move- 
ment. Some have looked upon it uch and others have 

ished so to limit its function Sut i much larger than 
that. Indeed money is only a very necessary incident to its 
big program of cooperation which includes simultaneous evan- 
gelism, cooperative life-enlistment campaigns, adjusted mission- 
ary programs and, biggest of all, a complete and continuous 
survey upon which each and every Christian body can project 
its work and base its programs. It means the end of much 


he use of publicity in a modern fashion, 


waste and duplication, t 
and ever multiplying means for the promotion of the common 
cause in any and every way that evangelical Christian bodies 
an work together without compromising the convictions of 
any. It succeeded in its pre-Easter evangelistic campaign, 
in its life-enlistment campaign, in giving the church a type of 
publicity that it has never utilized before, in initiating the 
greatest survey ever undertaken, in demonstrating that there 
was a broad basis of cooperation for the churches on those 
things in which they agree and, finally, in proving to the de- 
nominational leaders that an over loyalty to partisan enter- 
prises is a poor policy when a large measure of cooperation is 


pcssible. 


The Failure of the 
Interchurch Fund 


There is such a thing as the success of failure. What seems 
to be a failure in the gathering of a special fund by the Move- 
ment can be made one of its greatest successes. If it does not 
there will be a much larger loss wrapped up in it than any 
mere financial loss. The so-called failure is no matter of won- 
cderment now that it can be analyzed The criginal program 
was to ask men who belong to no special church but who be- 
lieve in the worth of a Christian civilization to contribute to a 
great fund that would be used to promote Christian coopera- 


tion and support non-sectarian enterprises. The common en- 
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would somehow interfere 
Denied the right of direct appeal to 
churchmembers for its own maintenance the Interchurch had 
to rely solely upon the unknown constituency of non-church- 
men whose support it was believed would be more than suf- 
ficient to meet the expenses. But when the 
canvass was put on the local church committees appealed with- 
out let or hindrance to all the “brothers-in-law” and to all 
casual attendants upon their services so that there was noth- 
ing left for the “friendly citizens fund.” In fact it was found 
that most men who would give at all would do so because 
they have a friendly connection with or attachment to some 
particular church, and that those who have no such attach- 
ments are not of the kind who respond to any churchly ap- 
peal. 


zeal of those who were afraid it 
with denominationalism. 


Movement’s 


In other words, the “friendly citizens” who believe in 
the type of cooperation undertaken by the Interchurch and 
who are willing to promote it with their money are interested 
because of a more or definite church attachment. It is 
to forward-looking churchmen and not to those outside the 
church that the appeal must be made for the promotion of 
Christian cooperation. 


less 


Thus those who believe in the cocperative enterprise of the 
Interchurch are down to bedrock. They will now go to the 
real friends of Christian comity and lay squarely upon their 
minds and hearts the burden of continuing the enterprise. It 
will be much more difficult than it would have been as a part 
of the original program and campaign, but it can be done if 
there is sufficient zeal for it. If this denouement has convinced 
denominational leaders that a great cooperative undertaking 
can be carried on only with a generous and self-forgetful spirit 
of cooperation and if the original program of the Movement 
can be restored in some large measure, the so-called failure will 
become a great success. Sectarianism, like all partisanship, sel- 
dom yields except when disaster brings chastisement. As it 
is, the Movement, I repeat, has succeeded for everyone except 
itself, and that is a good Christian grace. Now those whom it 
has so magnificently helped have ar opportunity to repay the 


debt. a aoe ae 


The Movement 
Will Be Carried On 
Che responsible leaders have voted that the Movement must 


go on and have undertaken to find for the 


next year’s support. There will no doubt be many changes in 
plan and program, but the fundamental thing involved is the 
ideal of Christian 


ways and means 


that can be made more 
dynamic than ever before through learning from the mistakes 
of the 


cooperation and 


Movement thus far. A preliminary meeting of promi- 
a large eastern city declared that if the 
future program was to be a straight out Interchurch undertak- 
ing, with all the name implies, they had money for it, but if it 
was to be 


nent business men in 


a mere servant of sectarianism they 
no interest in it. 


have 
Movement should 
attempt organic church union, but the ideal of mutual activity 
and cooperation in those things on which we are agreed with- 
out compromise of those things in which we do not agree will 
not down 


would 
No one desires that the 


The men and women who have found fellowship 
in the Movement will never go back to the narrow confines of 
denominational Even should the worst come 
to this Movement there will soon be another of some kind. To 


exclusiveness. 


have weathered the high cost of everything used in the pro- 
motional activities, the inevitable campaign of opposition, the 
sag in idealism and the reaction into an era of selfishness, ma- 
terialism and narrow partisanship that has followed the war, 
and then to surrender just as these tides show signs of turn- 
ing, would be a disaster to faith far outrunning any disaster 
of a financial or material sort. Let all good men and true take 
The Movement is in the condition 
of a man who has vast assets of real and potential wealth and 
sees them jeopardized by his inability to pay his taxes through 
lack of ready cash. Those who believe in Christian coopera- 
find ready cash. Atva W. TAyLor. 


hold of the ropes and pull. 


tion can 
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Half-Way Business* 


F we could only learn from this impressive lesson the 
absolute necessity of doing a complete job when we set 
out to do anything! Saul failed miserably because he did 
not kill the king, Agag, and make a clean piece of work of 
the whole business. He won the victory. He failed to follow 
it up with an uncompromising program. He stopped short 
God wanted this dangerous breed of the Amale. 
kites wiped off the map. Much later trouble would have been 
averted had this been done. Saul thought he knew a better 
plan and he made a mess of the thing. He left the enemy 
alive; he lost his own kingdom. 


of finality. 


Stopford Brooke, the brilliant Irish preacher, who for so 
many years preached before Queen Victoria, has a sermon in 
which he illustrates this danger. He tells of a man who car- 
ried a bag over his shoulder containing a pet viper and how, 
one day, the sack became worn and the viper struck his fangs 
God wants all sin driven from our lives, 

All of it, every particle, must go. But, like Saul, we fail 
to make a clean sweep. In every man’s life there is some one 
sin that seems so wistful, so much a part of himself, so neces- 
sary to his particular happiness that he cannot kill it. This 
becomes the pet viper that stings him to his death. It will not 
do to be ninety-five per cent honest. We must be altogether 
and forever honest under every trying circumstance. A little 
dishonesty left in your system will some day cause your utter 
downfall. It will not do to be ninety-nine per cent pure. 
Nothing is so dangerous as a little impurity lurking in the 
recesses of one’s heart. It will surely poison the whole life. 
Thus all jealousy, all false pride, all envy, all laziness, all dis- 
Saul lost his 
kingship because he left Agag and the best of the sheep and 
cattle alive. 

Surgeons sometimes fail to make their operations com- 
pletely successful; a minute particle of the diseased tissue is 
left in the body. This grows with frightful rapidity and with 
deadly consequences. Plagues and epidemics sweep devas 
tatingly over our land because the precautionary measures 
break Some careless and selfish person 
How 
intensely angry we become because low-bred people spit in 
cars and on streets. We long for an outburst by Everett True 
and his mighty umbrella. Ninety-nine smallpox patients might 
stay safely in doors, but the one who selfishly and stubbornly 
insists upon going out into society carries the germs. Ninety- 
five mothers stay home and deny themselves when their little 
children have the whooping-cough but one fool-mother takes 
her little cougher to the movies and exposes a hundred inno 
cent children! Do you see the frightful danger that comes 
from not making a clean job of it? 


into the man’s body. 


position to tell lies must be utterly driven out. 


down somewhere. 


breaks quarantine and spreads the deadly pestilence. 


Sin is contagious. One vicious soldier in a tent tends to 
corrupt the other seven. One evil-minded man in an office 
contaminates all the others. One stubborn, willful, hot-headed 
man on a church board can do untold harm. Our standard 
must be nothing less than one hundred per cent pure. 

We can carry this principle into our own hearts, if no 
further. This is the value of high ideals. This is the charm of 
having Jesus as our Master. If, like Saul, we weakly com- 
promise with evil, we must expect to lose our kingdom. Kings 
become slaves, queens become outcasts by the wretched route 
of compromise. Let there be no half-way measure. 

Joun R. Ewers. 


*Lesson for June 6, “Saul’s Failure.” 1 Samuel 19:13-26. 
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NEWS OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD 


A Department of Interdenominational Acquaintance 


Dr. Mott Explains His 
Trip to Europe 

The resignation of Dr. John R. Mott 
rom the chairmanship of the executive 
committee of the Interchurch World 
Movement has occasioned a good deal 
of surmise as to what might be happen- 
ng in the inner circles of the movement. 
He was interviewed recently by Dr. 
Howard B. Grose and asked to state the 
reasons which led to this step. The in- 
terviewer notes that Dr. Mott is greatly 
worn by the big enterprises he has been 
responsible for since the beginning of 
He has aged visibly, and no 
doubt weariness plays some part in his 
He asserts, however, that be- 
fore accepting the position of chairman 
of the executive committee he had said 
that he would have to go on his regular 
European tour this spring. His place 
will be filled by Mr. James L. Speers, 
president of the McCutcheon Co., of 
New York. Dr. Mott has made an an- 
nual trip abroad for twenty-five years. 
This year he will visit Great Britain, 
France, Holland, Italy, Balkan States, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Poland, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Sweden and possibly Russia. He is 
connected with a number of organiza- 
tions international in scope and hopes to 
rebuild the cooperative relationships 
which were interrupted by the war. Dr. 
Mott stated as the supreme goal of his 
trip to Europe, “the one for which I need 
your prayers and the sympathy of all 
Christians is to sound out in the midst 
f the chaotic strife, pessimism and lin- 
gering death in parts of Europe the 
Christian’s message of brotherhood, hope 
and vitality.” Dr. Mott plans to be back 
at home in the fall when the future plans 
of the Interchurch will be under renewed 
consideration. 


the war. 


decision. 


Southern Presbyterian Seminary 
Head Comes from Chicago 

The Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary of Louisville is one of the prominent 
preacher training institutions of the de- 
nomination, Its president, Dr. Charles 
R. Hemphill, recently resigned and Dr. 
John M. Vander Meulen was called from 
Chicago. Dr. Vander Meulen has had a 
varied experience in church life in Amer- 
ica. He held a pastorate early in life 
in the Second Presbyterian church of 
Louisville and later took a pastorate in 
the northern branch of the church in 
lllinois. He held at one time the pas- 
torate of the Second Reformed church 
of Kalamazoo, Mich., and of the First 
Reformed church in Grand Rapids. In 
Oak Park, a suburb of Chicago, he was 
pastor of the First Presbyterian church. 


Evolution of Disciples 
State Organizations 

There was once a sharp line of cleav- 
age between state and national organiza- 
tions of the Disciples of Christ. This is 
disappearing as a perusal of the pro- 
grams of this spring’s state conventions 


indicates. The Ohio convention will be 
held in Zanesville, this month. The na- 
tional interests of education, benevolence 
and missions will be presented, and the 
Interchurch Movement will be interpre- 
ted by R. E. Diffendorfer. The district 
superintendents in this state are charged 
with the promotion of the whole task of 
the church, and they work in close har- 
mony with the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 


Dr. Cadman Defends 
the Puritan 

The Puritan is often the object of at- 
tack in these latitudinarian days when 
many men are more concerned about 
motors and golf than about the religious 
welfare of the community. Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman of Brooklyn recently preached a 
sermon on the Puritans in which he set 
their virtues against their faults. He 
summed up nicely the contribution of 
these men and women to the world’s life 
as follows: “You cannot pass through a 
land where Puritanism has operated 
without being impressed with the preva- 
lent decency of behavior and modera- 
tion of conduct, highly indicative of a 
disciplined people. The problem of 
blending authority with freedom and 
unity with dissimilarity presents fresh 
phases at every stage of our evolution. 
3ut none has come so near to its solu- 
tion or deserved better of the social 
order than has the Puritan.” 


Rural Church Organizes 
Moving Picture Corporation 

A Methodist Sunday school class in a 
village of 300 in lowa organized a mov- 
ing picture corporation capitalized at 
$500, half common and half preferred 
stock. Half of the capital was invested 
in a moving picture machine and the 
other half in a sinking fund to meet 
deficits. Instead of deficits, however, the 
outfit has not only earned its way but 
has paid a handsome dividend which is 
devoted to charity. Sometimes a nomi- 
nal charge is made for the shows, but 
more commonly a contribution plate is 
passed, just as in church. The pastor 
says, “Don’t let the devil have the mo- 
nopoly on an instrument so well calcu- 
lated for good.” 


Former Minister Returns 
All Salary Paid Him 

These times are developing some 
unique giving, but none more striking 
than that of Mr. A. H. Williams, at 
Bellingham, Wash. Mr. Williams was 
once the minister of the Disciples church 
there, but retired from the ministry and 
went into business in September, 191°. 
His business venture prospered. Re- 
cently the congregation undertook to get 
together $125,009 for the erection of a 
new church building. The largest gift 
of all was that of Mr. Williams amount- 
ing to $11,500 which represented all the 
salary the church paid him during six 


and one-half years of ministry. Stimu- 
lated by this example the church raised 
all of the rest of the money needed. 


Hold Sunday School 
Institute in Japan 

The Disciples missionaries located at 
Akita, Japan, have developed a new idea. 
They are holdng teachers’ institutes 
composed of the secular school teachers 
of the district. At this institute the 
need of moral and religious instruction 
is presented. The value of Christianity 
and its Bible to mould the mind of the 
youth in proper ethical appreciations is 
presented to some who are not Chris- 
tians. 


What the Y. M. C. A. Does 
in Foreign Ports 

Some uninformed people have been in- 
clined to question the wisdom of encour- 
aging the Y. M C. A. in its foreign 
work. The service rendered in Havana 
helps one to understand the necessity 
for this work, especially in the seaports 
of the world. In Havana the Associa- 
tion rooms always have a certain num- 
ber of American boys around in a state 
of intoxication. These have gone to 
Cuba looking for easy money and booze 
and soon find that without a knowledge 
of the Spanish language they are as 
helpless as a Russian in ‘Chicago. After 
their money is wasted in dissipation, 
they seek the last refuge of the home- 
less man, the Y. M. C. A. Here they are 
either helped to a position or to find 
their way back home. The Havana As- 
sociation also has a ministry to the na- 
tive Cubans which in the long run will 
be its leading ministry, a service not 
different from that rendered to young 
men in the cities of the United States. 


Methodists Send Their 
Soldiers to School 

Nearly a quarter of a million dollars 
is being spent this year by the Methodist 
Episcopal church to send its soldier boys 
to school. In many cases these are theo- 
logical students. While other denomina- 
tions lost hundreds of such student-min- 
isters, the Methodists have wisely con- 
served theirs for the future needs of the 
church. No Methodist benefaction has 
been more popular than the expenditure 
of this money for the continuation of the 
college educaticn of Methodist boys. 


Church Advertising Convention 
Meets in Indianapolis 

The Associated Advertising Clubs of 
the World will meet at Indianapolis this 
year June 7 and 8. The ministers of the 
churches have been encouraged to attend 
and they may have the advantage of the 
sessions without paying any fees. The 
Church Advertising Convention is organ- 
ized with Rev. Christian F. Reisner of 
New York as president. He will deliver 
an address at the convention on the sub- 
ject “Why the ‘Church Should Advertise 
Now.” The results of advertising Scrip- 
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ture passages in the street cars of St. 
Louis will be presented by W. C. 
D’Arcy, who conducts an advertising 
agency in that city. Other speakers 
will include E. T. Meredith, secretary of 
agriculture, on “Religion and Permanent 
Prosperity”; Reuben H. Donnelly, presi- 
dent of the clubs, on “Dignity and 
Advertising”; Dr. J. Y. Aitchi- 
son, general secretary of the Baptist 
New York Movement, on “The Wisdom 
of Church Advertising”; Dr. William 
Hiram Foulkes, general secretary of the 
New Era Movement of the Presbyterian 
Church, on “Advertising in the Denomi- 
national Press”; George M. Fowles, 
treasurer of the Methodist Centenary, 
the Methodist Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions and the Interchurch World Move- 
ment, on “Cash Secured by Church Ad- 
vertising’”; Rev. Brewer Eddy of the 
American Board, “Does Advertising 
Help Secure Church Attendance?”; Colo- 
nel E. P. Sellers of the Brooklyn Eagle, 
on “Sermons Newspapers Will Print”; 
James Schermerhorn of the Detroit 
Times, on “Acceptable Church News or 
Materials”; Bruce Barton of New York, 
on “How Can a Minister Learn to Write 
Copy?” 


Church 


Minister Takes the Air Route 
to Appointment 

The railroad is too slow for some mod- 
ern ministers. Recently Rev. Claude E. 
Hill, of First Christian church, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., had an appointment at 
Birmingham, Ala., to participate in a 
school of One of the mem- 
bers of his congregation drove him over 
in a ‘Curtis airplane, making the dis- 
tance of 145 miles in 115 minutes. The 
reports declare that when he came 
duties in the of methods 
the minister was decidedly not “up in 


methods. 


press 


to his school 


the air.” 
Will Fight 
the Mormons 


The 


cently 


Council has re- 
increase of Mor- 
United States and 
a committee charged 
meeting this propa- 
ganda Che committee showed 
that in the United States there were 600,- 
(\}) adherents to the Mormon faith. This 
sect has been buying space in the public 
and their missionaries are to be 
found in all of the Chey 
Hawaii at the 


Home Missions 
considered the 
inon activity in the 
has voted to create 
with the task of 


survey 


press 
large cities. 

rticularly active in 
present time. The 


wus home mission 


secretaries of the va- 
boards are the com- 
with the study of the 
Just 


take is not vet an 


mittee charged 
Mormor 
this committee 
nounced \ 
difficult 
dignity 
} 


question. what measures 
will 
negative propaganda is a 
one to manage if it is to have 
and effectiveness It has usu- 
yeen found that the soundest remedy 


is truth, 


ally 


for error 


Denominationai Changes 

in the Ministry 

age has been 
and 
increasing number of changes 
in denominational affiliation. The search 
for liberty actuate these 


Che restlessness of the 


communicated to the ministers one 


notes an 


seems to 


changes. Men are leaving highly cen- 
tralized bodies for those which have 
more room ior initiative and leaving 
groups of doctrinally minded people for 
fellowships which put their emphasis 
upon service. Just recently the Disci- 
ples have lost two young ministers in 
Ohio, Rev. H. A. Banning leaving Co- 
shocton to become an assistant pastor in 
a Congregational church in Detroit, and 
Rev. R. E. Carman resigning his charge 
at Newark, Ohio, to accept a Presbyte- 
rian church near Pittsburgh. The Disci- 
ple newspapers also report a number of 
ministers entering their ranks at this 
time from other fellowships. 


Disciple College Makes 
Phenomenal Development 

Eight years ago Texas Christian Uni- 
versity located at Waco, Tex., burned 
to the ground. There was very little 
insurance and for a time the future seem- 
ed very black. An invitation from the 
citizens of Ft. Worth, coupled with sub- 
stantial offers of aid in rebuilding, 
brought about a change of location. 
Chere are now five large buildings in the 
equipment of the school, valued at pres- 
ent prices around a million dollars. Con- 
tracts will be let this year for a gym- 
nasium and for a large chapel which 
will also serve the church that minis- 
ters to the suburb of Ft. Worth where 
the school is located. Scientific equip- 
ment has been built up which gives the 
rank with almost any other 
school of the southwest for such equip- 
ment. It is significant that this devel- 
cpment has come when the school ceased 
io be competitive with another denom- 
national school, At Waco, the Baptists 
ynaintained Bailor University and there 
was no real need for two denominational 
schools in one city. 


school a 


Presbyterians 
Will Build 

Undaunted by high costs, the Presby- 
terian denomination is going forward 
with a vigorous building program. The 
board of church erection has recently 
voted grants of ninety thousand dollars 
toward church buildings and manses. 
Ten thousand dollars was voted to re- 
habilitate the churches in Porto Rico 
following the destructive earthquake in 
The largest single grant 
thousand dollars for the _re- 
modeling of the University church in 
Seattle. A church for Italians in Penn- 
sylvania was among those which received 


that 
was thirty 


region. 


rrants of ald. 


Immigrant Workers 
Are Supervised 

One of the difficult work 
for immigrants in the city has been the 


features of 


inexperience and in some cases the un- 
reliability of the immigrant preachers 
lhe Disciples Home Mission Society in 
its Russian mission in Chicago has placed 
workers who carry on 
work in the Russian language a 
trained university settlement worker, 
Rev. Karl Borders. Mr. Borders received 
his training in Columbia University 
ind had practical experience in New 
York settlements He has charge of 


over the native 


their 
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the entire mission program but contrib. 
utes particularly the educational and gp. 
cial features of the mission. Under this 
management, large numbers of Rys. 
sians have been brought together and 4 
constructive influence different in its em. 
phasis from that of the “reds” is at work 
in the Russian colony. The Orthodox 
church of the district has unfortunately 
lost much of its prestige owing to the 
alleged peculations of a priest who js 
said to have made away with a lot of 
his parishioners’ money after acting as 4 
sort of banker for them. He was 
mobbed at the altar one morning, which 
is about the most shocking thing that 
can happen among Russian religionists, 


Baptists Will Dramatize 
Their Work 

The sessions of the Northern Baptist 
convention at Buffalo, June 23-30, will be 
enlivened by some dramatic presentations 
of Baptist mission work. Miss Helen 
Willcox, of the Missionary Education 
department, will present several one-act 
plays and a longer pageant as a feature 
of the Baptist gathering. The plays will 
present mission work in China, India and 
Japan. More than 200 participants will 
be recruited from the churches of Buf- 
falo for the exercise. Those participating 
in the plays are required to master cer- 
tain mission study manuals in order that 
they may acquire the color of the coun- 
tries which they are to represent. The 
effort to relieve the deadly seriousness 
of certain of the great national religious 
gatherings will be welcomed by the 
faithful. The sessions have hitherto been 
too intense and too frequently contro- 
versial in spirit. 


Will Start Young Married 
Couples Out Right 

Dr. W. E. Doughty and Dr. Lyman P 
Powell of the Spiritual Resources De 
partment of the Interchurch World 
Movement, are providing a devotional 
manual for the use of young married 
couples called “Home Fires.” Besides the 
passages of Scripture and the prayers, 
there is a place for the wedding certif- 
cate. It is proposed to publish the man- 
ual at such a low price that ministers 
can afford to give the manual as a wed- 
ding token. 


Rural Ministers Will Be Given 
Instruction This Summer 

The Interchurch Movement is 
one thing that surely no one can crit 
They are establishing summer 
schools for rural ministers and in some 
cases for their wives. Presumably the 
need courses on household eco- 
nomics, or the art of making a six hun- 
dred dollar salary meet the needs of 4 
family, but they will be trained as help 
ers in religious work. The courses for 
the pastors include Bible, rural sociology 
church methods, church publicity, evan- 
gelism, religious education and young 
people’s work. Two of the schools will 
begin their sessions May 31. These are 
at the Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege at Stillwater, Oklahoma, where the 
school will continue until June 12, and at 
the Gammon Theological Seminary # 


doing 


cize. 


wives 





1920 


ntrib. 
nd so. 
r this 

Rus. 
and a 
ts em- 
; Work 
hodox 
nately 
to the 
rho is 
lot of 
& asa 

was 
which 
z that 
Onists, 


saptist 
will be 
ations 
Helen 
cation 
ne-act 
eature 
rs will 
ia and 
Ss will 
F Buf- 
pating 
rT cer- 
r that 
coun- 

The 
usness 
igious 
y the 
» been 
ontro- 


ian P 
s De 
W orld 
tional 
arried 
es the 
ayers, 
-ertifi- 
man- 
risters 
wed- 


doing 
criti- 
mmer 
some 
y the 
eco- 
hun- 
of a 
help 
»s for 
ology 
evan- 
young 
s will 
se are 
| Col- 
e the 
ind at 
ry at 


May 27, 1920 


Atlanta, Georgia, whose sessions will 
continue until June 19. Other schools 
will be held at the following places: 
The Athens School, Athens, Tenn., from 
lune 7 to 26; Northern Normal and In- 
dustrial School, Aberdeen, S. D., from 
June 7 to August 14; Hendrix College, 
Conway, Ark., from June 9 to 17; Iowa 
State ‘College of Agriculture, Ames, 
lowa, from June 14 to July 3; State Col- 
ge of Washington, Pullman, Wash., 
from June 15 to July 3; Defiance Col- 


N. Y., from July 6 to 23; Michigan Agri- 
cultural College, East Lansing, Mich., 
July 7 to 16; Pennsylvania State College, 
State College, Pa., from July 12 to 31; 
Estes Park, Estes Park, Colo., from July 
21 to August 4; State 'College of Agricul- 
ture, Columbia, Mo., probably from July 
5to 17. Plans for a school at McPher- 
son College, McPherson, Kansas, have 
not been completed. It was hoped that 
the school would be held from June 21 


to July 10. 


High Financing for the 
Kingdom of God 
First ‘Christian church, of Ft. Worth, 
rex., is now looking around for the right 
people with which to enlarge its staff. 
It is expected to secure four workers 
giving all of their time to the church 
in the near future. Only a few years ago 
since this church was meeting in a little 
me building which seated about two 
hundred people. The vision of the pas- 
tor, Rev. L. D. Anderson, led the peo- 
into what was for them a huge 
ding enterprise. They spent nearly 
two hundred thousand dollars at the pre- 
ir prices on church equipment. The 
church has increased in membership un- 
now it has fifteen hundred members. 
rhe morning congregations completely 
the large auditorium which has ac- 
mmodation for twelve hundred. The 
rch has a gymnasium and maintains 
i club room for young men. 


Southern Baptists Complain 
of Editors 
n connection with their convention at 
Washington, the southern Baptists held 
meeting on the Capitol steps. Presi- 
lent Gambrell spoke to the delegates and 
characteristic southern Baptist fash- 
told what he thought of the other 
ominations Not a line of this dia- 
‘ appeared in the Washington papers 
there was great agitation in the 
onvention the next day over the failure 
certain leaders to use the public press 
for this kind of denominational effort. 


Another Woman 

Minister Ordained 
[he scarcity of ministers among the 
Disciples of Christ is making a rapid 
increase in the number of women min- 
One ot the women graduates of 
reka College, Miss Jessie Stroebing, 
now ministering for the church at 
Bellflower, Ill., and the congregation 
uld not exchange her for any man 
minister they know of. Mrs. George E. 
’wen, wife of the pastor at Saybrook, 
‘ll., was recently ordained to the minis- 


try by Rev. C. M. Wright, the district 
superintendent. Mrs. Owen will preach 
half-time for one of the churches not 
far distant from Saybrook. 


Editor for All 
the Pastors. 

The churches of Denison, Texas, have 
pooled the money which ordinarily goes 
into church bulletins and are producing 
a very respectable little paper which in- 
terprets all the religions work of the 
community and shows the good spirit 
f the churches. The pastors were unan- 
imous in choosing as editor Rev. I. E 
Reid, who has some knowledge of news- 
paper work. His editing of the “Deni- 
son ‘Church News” has been satisfactory 
to all of the churches 9f the city. 


Some Sunday School Workers 
Will Go Around the World 

Two ships will leave Japan, after the 
World’s Sunday School Convention at 
Tokyo in October, with delegates who 
will return by way of China, Singapore, 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 21 


Colombo and Port Said to Marseilles. 
There the conducted tour will end and 
railroad tickets to a channel port and 
transatlantic steamship tickets will be 
provided. If possible detours through 
india will be arranged. The ships that 
will carry these religious workers will 
fly the Japanese flag. 


Religious Leaders of Russia 
Ask Bread for Children 

One of the most unique appeals ever 
coming from one nation to another has 
come from Russia to the United States. 
Georgi Dolgorukov, Russian Patriarch, 
kas been delegated by the Orthodox 
clergy, the Hebrew Rabbis, the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, the Academy of 
Arts and the All-Russian Union of Act- 
ors, to ask bread for the starving chil- 
dren of Russia. The text of the appeal 
is as follows: “Citizens of America! In 
the northern regions of Russia children 
are dying of hunger. When children are 
dying—the future of the nation is dying. 
We address ourselves to the mind and 


This is Convention Season 


HE convention goer has no lack of 

lates during May and June. There are 
a few hardened travelers in the American 
church who make most of these con- 
ventions and these will be making fre- 
quent journeys during this period. 

The Welsh Presbyterian church met 
in Columbus, Ohio, May 17-19. This lit- 
tle denomination is agitated now over 
the qvestion of union with the larger 
Presbyterian body. 

The Presbyterian church in the U. S. 
\. (North) meets at Philadelphia from 
May 19 to June 1. It is promised that 
the session of the General Assembly 
this year will be enlivened by a discus- 
sion of the methods used in the New Era 
Movement. The critics of this move- 
ment assert that its reports of achieve- 
ment were inflated and that Presbyterian 
benevolence was not particularly in- 
creased by their activity. 

The Methodist Episcopal General Con- 
ference in Des Moines during May has 
in interesting time choosing bishops. It 
has been voted to nearly double the 
number of bishops and it is urged on 
the floor of the conference that no bish- 
ops be elected who would be unwilling 
to go to the foreign field. It is thought 
the latter provisions may tend to de- 
crease the number of aspirants. 

The General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian church in the U. S. (South) 
meets this year in Charlotte, N. C., May 
19-June 1. They are agitated still over 
the question of Presbyterian reunion. 

The United Presbyterian denomination 
holds its General Assembly at Sterling, 
Kans., beginning May 26. Another de- 
nomination of the Presbyterian family 
to hold a national gathering is the Re- 
formed Church in the United States 
which held its General Synod at Read- 
ing. Pa.. beginning May 19 

The Methodist Protestant denomina- 
tion held its General Assembly at Greens- 
boro, N. \C., this year. This is one of 


the smaller denominations which has 
seriously considered the problem of 
union but usually outside the Methodist 
family of churches. The two large col- 
ered Methodist denominations have been 
holding their national meetings, the Afri- 
can Methodist Episcopal church at St. 
Louis, beginning May 2, and the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion church meet- 
Knoxville, Tenn. May 3-23. 
meetings scheduled for 
June are: International Sunday School 
Association, Kansas City, Mo.; Swedish 
evangelical Mission Covenant of Amer- 
ica, St. Paul, Minn.: Reformed Dutch 
Church in America, Asbury Park, N. J., 
June 3: the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Reformed Church in America, As- 
bury Park, N. J., June 7; the Provincial 
Synod of the Moravian Church, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., June *6; the General Synod of 
the 'Christian Reformed Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., June 16; the General As- 
sembly of the Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind., June 18; the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention, the Woman’s American Baptist 
Home Missionary Society, the Woman’s 
\merican Baptist Foreign Missionary 
Socity, the American Baptist Publication 
Society, and the American Baptist For- 
eign Missionary Society, all in Buffalo, 
N. Y., June 23-29. 

Meetings for July include the Wather 
League of the Lutheran Synodical Con- 
ference, Evansville, Ind., and the Luth- 
eran League of America, at Fort Wayne, 
Ind. 

The General Conference of the Sev- 
enth Day Baptists will be held in Alfred, 
N. Y., August 24-30, while in September 
the Mennonites and the National Baptist 
Convention are scheduled, the latter at 
Indianapolis, Ind, September 9. Date 
and place for the Mennonites meeting 
have not been announced 

The annual meeting of the Brother- 
hood of St. Andrew will be held in St. 
Louis, Mo., in October 
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heart of the American people with the 
most ardent plea for help to the Russian 
children with food supplies. We appeal 
for help to a nation which more than 
once in the past actively and generously 
aided the Russian people, and we hope 
that on this occasion the Americans will 
also respond to our call.—Georgi Dol- 
gorukov.” 


Religious Leaders of Colorado 
Unite Against Reds 

The intensity of the social situation in 
Colorado is seen by the fact that 'Catho- 
lic, Jewish and Protestant religious lead- 
ers of that state have written a letter to 
promising him aid in a 
fight against the 
tended to 
church 
reached 


the Governor 
This action has 
gulf 


“reds.” 
between the 
The decision 
little investigation of 
in the state. 


widen the 
and labor. ° 
with but 


the social 


was 
situation 


Dr. Clark Invites 
Puritans to America 
Dr. F. E. 


address 


Clark recently delivered an 
before the national Christian 
Endeavor convention of England and 
wish to see his London 
friends at the Pilgrim celebration in 
America. Dr. Clark and Mrs. Clark are 
way back to America where 
they will summer in their country home 
in Maine. This summer home has a 
Puritan history. It was erected by sec- 
ond generation Puritans in 1690. Mrs 
(Clark traces her ancestry back to the 
Pilgrims of the Mayflower. 


expressed a 


on their 


Presbyterians Want Mission Fields 
Opened to Germans 

Recently a German Synod memorial- 
Presbyterian 
of Foreign Missions to support a demand 
that the fields of the I 


Cc 
opened more to 


ized the American Board 


mission world 
German mission- 
German Synod received the 
that Rev. Arthur J. Brown 
is now in Europe making representations 
When the Conference 
of Foreign Mission Boards of the United 
States and Canada is held this subject 
will earnest consideration. The 
few German mission- 
aries have unjustly barred from the field 
the large number of faithful workers 
whose loyalties are to the gospel and to 
the whole human 


once 
The 


information 


aries, 


on this subject 


receive 
indiscretions of a 


race, 


Eastern Revival of Interest 
in the Scriptures 


churches of the 
interest in circu- 
scriptures in the vernacular 
following the war. Recently the Arch- 
Athens visited London 
proposals for fresh 
Greek. The Greek 
opposed vernacular translations. 
The Archbishop of Trebizond has visited 
London to familiarize himself with the 
operations of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. The Archbishop of 
Smyrna has asked for a Greek New Tes- 
tament with the ancient and the modern 
versions in parallel columns. The Arch- 
bishop of Syria is asking copies of the 
new Syrian translation of the New Tes- 


The various Christian 
East have taken a new 
lating the 
bishop of and 
made versions in 
modern church has 


usually 


tament that he may circulate them among 
his people. The Eastern churches have 
no tendency to recognize Roman author- 
ity and the present swing of tendency 
among them is more toward Protest- 
antism. 


Increase in Attendance at 
Theological Seminaries 

Chicago is probably the greatest cen- 
ter of theological instruction in America. 
There are seven seminaries supported by 
their respective denominations with an 
enrollment this year of 662 students. 
is said to be an increase over last 
100 per cent. The war greatly 
interfered with theological education but 
the schools are rapidly getting back to 
a normal basis. The church will ‘be per- 
manently poorer, however, for the min- 
isters lost to the cause during the period 
of the war. 


This 


year ot 


Baptist Leade: Is 
Evangelizing the Colleges 

Dr. Allyn K. Foster is now maintained 
among the several Baptist institutions of 
learning for work among students. He 
is the student secretary of the Board of 
Education. He makes public addresses 
of a faith-building character to students 
and these are followed by appeals for 
religious decisions and by conferences 
with students on the subject of life work. 


Home Mission Leaders Establish 
a Candidate Department 

For many years the Student Volunteer 
Movement has recruited men and women 
for service in the foreign field. The 
ome mission leaders of the Methodist 
Episcopal church realize that the same 
idealism of youth must be put into the 
home mission task if it is to succeed, 
so they have established a candidate 
department for home missions and 150 
men and women of specialized training 
have already been placed in positions. 


Missionary Rejoices in Possession 
of An Automobile 

Not all 
of an automobile practicable but in the 
Philippines the American government 
has constructed good roads which make 
the new form of transportation feasible. 
Rev. A. G. Saunders, a Disciples mission- 


mission fields make the use 


with great satisfaction con- 
cerning the use of an automobile in his 
field. Trips that were formerly made 
on foot or with animals are now quite 
simple and the value of the missionary 


in his field has been more than doubled. 


Students Hold Another 
Student Convention 

The Student Volunteer Convention 
held in Des Moines the past winter was 
a disappointment to many because it 
placed so little emphasis on the social 
obligations of the Christian church. The 
New York student delegations were par- 
ticularly dissatisfied with the convention 
and there was held recently in South 
Orange, N. J., a convention in which a 
broader Christian program was present- 
ed to the students. The conference was 
organized on a more democratic basis 
and the students were allowed the privi- 


ary, writes 
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lege of discussing the addresses. The 
principal speakers at the conference were 
the Rev. Frank B. Sanders, of the Board 
of Missionary Preparation; Rev. A. L. 
Warnshuis, D.D., Secretary, ‘China Con. 
tinuation Committee; Miss Grace L. Cop- 
pock and Mr. J. Merle Davis, of the 
Chinese Y. W. C. A. and the Japanese 
Y. M. C. A., respectively; Professor Wil- 
liam Adams Brown, Union Theological 
Seminary, and Cyril Haas, M.D., mis- 
sionary in Turkey. 


Bible Society Will Have a 
Permanent Home 

The estate of James Talcott, deceased, 
has provided the New York Bible Soci- 
ety with a permanent home at 5 E. 48th 
St. The property is said to be worth 
three hundred thousand dollars. The 
building will be immediately reconstruct- 
ed and will be known as the New York 
Bible House. 


Methodists Spend Money 
in State Institutions 

The Methodists have 29,000 students in 
forty tax-supported state institutions. 
They are spending $42,000 on the sup- 
port of workers in these schools this 
year and the expenditure during the one 
year for properties in these situations is 
$284,000. The Methodist church has pre- 
viously secured 90 per cent of its lead- 
ership from church schools, but realiz- 
ing that the schools supported by relig- 
ion have failed in providing sufficient 
leaders, they have turned to the state 
schools as a recruiting ground. 


The Minister and 
the Automobile 

Not only are the churches over the 
country building and buying parsonages 
in large numbers but they are recogniz- 
ing also the need the minister has for 
transportation. Once it was popular to 
present the minister with the cheapest 
car on the market, but now we read of 
the six cylinder high powered car being 
sent to the parsonage with the compli- 
ments of a church committee. These 
observations are suggested by the news 
note that Rev. Harold H. Griffis, pastor 
of First Christian church of Portland, 
Oregon, was recently the recipient of 
such a oar. 


Baptists Having Difficulty 
in Missouri 

The reunion of northern and southern 
Baptists is much delayed by the strained 
situation which now prevails in Mis- 
souri. For many years the members of 
the two denominations were intermin- 
gled in the churches of the state arid the 
benevolent offerings were divided. At 
the last meeting of the state association, 
however, certain interests were able to 
get the association to vote to align itself 
definitely with the southern denomina- 
tion. For many years the southern lead- 
ers have sown suspicion with regard to 
the orthodoxy of the northern branch. 
Many churches in Missouri are composed 
chiefly of forward-looking Baptists with 
the more liberal views of the northern 
denomination. There is now the threat 
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that a new association will be formed 
which will make the state a battle ground 
for competing Baptists as it is already 
the battle-ground for northern and 
southern Methodists and northern and 
southern Presbyterians. 


Arousing Interest in 
Missions by Curios 

Highland Park ‘Christian church, of 
Des Moines, gives definite missionary 
instruction in the Sunday-school. A part 
of the program is the showing of curios 
from missionary lands. The school re- 
cently displayed the skin of a python, 
seventeen feet long, which had been 
killed in Africa by a Lutheran mission- 
ary. The exhibits are not always so 
thrilling but are always interesting. 


Study of Sunday School 
in America 

The Home Missions Council sets forth 
a statement of the Sunday-school situa- 
tion in America which should prove of 
interest to all Christian leaders. The 
yarious denominations report that from 
one-fourth to one-fifth of the churches 
of this country now have no Sunday- 
schools at all but are limited in the way 
of religious service to preaching. There 
are hundreds of union Sunday-schools 
which have no denominational affilia- 
tions and which are quite cut off from 
the new and better ideas in religious ed- 


ucation. These two facts help to inter- 
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pret the Sunday-school statistics which of 
for several years have been showing a 
There is evident need of closer 
supervision of small Sunday-schools and 


churches 


without 
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Sunday-schools. 
And there is special need of organizing 
some sort of fellowship among non-de- 
nominational organizations. 





gold stamp. 
orchestrated. 


Rev. Henry G. BowveN, Secretary of The Men and Millions Movement 


says Hymns for Today Meets the Need of the Hour. 


Read his letter: 


“Dear Brother Fillmore—I have studied with great care your new book, 


‘Hymns for Today.’ 
standpoint, the need of the hour. 


great work, I am, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, May 5, 1920.” 


Let me say without reservation, it fills from every 
It is just what its name impties, and more. 
These hymns of all kinds will go down in history as a godsend to the race. 
The arrangement from beginning to end is the best I have ever seen. 
not wish that ‘Hymns for Today’ will be the means of leading many souls to 
the feet of the Master. 


May I 


With deep appreciation of your good self and this 


Cordially and sincerely, 


Hymns for Today, by J. H. Fillmore. 


Price $75 per 100. 


Henry G. BOWDEN. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 


CINCINNATI, OHIO 


516 ELM STREET 


Contains 340 songs, Services for 
the various grades of Sunday-school and Church; is bound in fine cloth, with 
Sample copy sent for examination. 


Is 














William Woods College 


A fully accredited Junior College for young women. 

Faculty of twenty-two trained specialists. 

Besides first two years of standard college course, also offers 
in preparatory department last three years of high school. 

One of the very latest and best sound-proof Conservatory 


of Music buildings. 


New academic building with most approved laboratories and 
Domestic Science equipment. 
Five separate dormitories, three on cottage plan. 
Present productive endowment of $300,000, with quarter of 
a million yet due from Dr. Woods’ estate. 


For catalog and picture book write 


President Joseph A. Serena 


FULTON, MO. 














PROGRAM. 
IT’S A FACT. 


TO GIVE 









IF YOU WERE to ask 

THE MISSIONARIES how they 
HAPPENED TO GO to China 
OR INDIA OR AFRICA or 
JAPAN OR THE ISLANDS, 
YOU MIGHT BE SURprised 

TO FIND OUT how many of 
THEM WOULD SAY THEY got 
THEIR INSPIRATION at Sunday 
SCHOOL WHEN they were boys 
AND GIRLS TAKING part 

IN THE CHILDREN’S DAY 


YOUR SCHOOL cannot 
AFFORD TO neglect 
THIS SPLENDID opportunity 


MISSIONARY INSTRUCTION. 





Order from 
Foreign Christian Missionary Society 


WHAT THE CHILDREN’S DAY MAN SAYS 


DON’T FOLLOW THE line of 

LEAST RESISTANCE AND say 

IT IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE to prepare 
THE CHILDREN’S DAY program. 
APPOINT A COMMITTEE 

AND GET BUSY right away. Your 
TEACHERS WILL CHEERFULLY help 
AND THE BOYS AND GIRLS 

WILL HOP RIGHT in and 


DO THEIR SHARE. 


IT LOOKS LIKE it is up 


TO YOU 


TO ORDER SUPPLIES 
AND SEE THAT YOUR school 


IS ONE OF 5000 to 


OBSERVE THE DAY and 


HELP GET that 
$200,000 
ON JUNE 6th. 


Box 884 


Cincinnati, Ohio 








































































orld Call 100,000 Campaign 








Aim, 100,000 Subscribers by June 30, 1920 


The Executive Committee of the United Christian Missionary Society, 
at its meeting April 28, voted unanimously in favor of an immediate 
campaign to bring the circulation of World Call up to at least 100,000 by 
June 30, 1920, and appointed F. E. Smith Campaign Manager to cooperate 
with the circulation office during this period. Such a wide distribution 
of the magazine will strengthen the local church and enrich the lives of its 
members, as well as advance the cause of missions, benevolence and 
education. 


During the Campaign the Price Remains at 
$1.00 for One Year 


Beginning July 1, 1920, the price will be $1.50, to meet the actual cost of production. 


Subscriptions for more than one year cannot be accepted at the dollar rate, nor can 
renewals of subscriptions expiring later than September, 1920. Let present subscribers 
follow the example of those who have shown their copies of World Call to friends and 
sent in from one to ten subscriptions. Let officers and other workers in missionary soci- 
eties watch the success of those that have every member a subscriber to World Cali. Let 
ministers lighten their labors and double their power by getting World Call into every 
home. State leaders and district conventions in Illinois have started the campaign with a 
rush by accepting their quota of the 100,000 hy districts, counties and congregations. 


Springfield, Illinois. one of our church homes. I assure you it is indis- 
| wish to express my very hearty appreciation of pensable to us as members of the church. 
the scope and subject matter, and of the high ideals J. H. GOLDNER. 
which the magazine proclaims. I want as large a nh a pastoral letter to the Euclid Avenue Christian 
irculation for it among our Springfield Disciples as Church.) 
it is possible to get 
WILLIAM F. ROTHENBURGER. Des Moines, Iowa. 
rhe magazine is going to make a wonderful contri- 
bution to our life and work. It is a relief to the 
spirit just to contemplate the great work. It stirs the 
soul to read of the ongoings of the Lord. I wish 
World Call might be in every one of our homes and we 


is spent at home and abroad. It is recognized as one re going to plan to come as near to that standard 
of the most interesting and informing magazines now as we possibly can. 


published anywhere. It is our aim to have it in every CHARLES 8S. MBDBURY. 


Cleveland, Ohio. 
You have heard of the magazine, “World Call.” It 
is published by our United Missionary Society, and 
tells us exactly where and how our missionary money 





Sample copies and subscription envelopes are supplied on request. 


F. E. SMITH, Campaign Manager 


222 Downey Avenue Indianapolis, Indiana 
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